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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee. 


;\Jr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  loth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937. 

The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General,  has 
diminished  by  660.  The  number  of  Births  and  the  Birth  Rate 
have  increased  and  there  is  a satisfactory  reduction  in  the  number 
of  Deaths  and  the  Death  Rate.  Reference  should  also  be  made 
to  the  satisfactorj^  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  which  is  the  lowest 
on  record,  and  the  Statistics  with  reference  to  the  Maternal 
.Mortality  are  also  satisfactory  in  that  they  are  well  below  those 
for  the  whole  country. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  work  was  carried  out 
with  reference  to  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses  and  the  establishment  of 
clearance  areas.  A special  report  was  submitted  during  the  year 
with  reference  to  the  housing  position,  and  steps  were  taken  to 
schedule  a large  number  of  clearance  areas  in  relation  to  the 
work  to  be  done  in  housing  accommodation  during  1938. 

The  question  of  the  Water  Supply  of  the  District  has  been 
discussed,  and  proposals  were  submitted  to  the  Denbighshire 

County  Council  with  a view  of  obtaining  suitable  grants  to  provide 
the  necessary  amenities. 

The  following  Special  Reports  were  presented  to  the  Health 
Committee  during  the  year,  viz.  . — 

(1)  Pollution  of  a river  at  Erddig. 

(2)  Housing  Conditions  at  the  Brandie  Hutments,  Ruabon. 

(3)  Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Parishes  of 
Gwersyllt  and  Llay  (3  Reports). 
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(4)  Tsycoerl  Water  Supply. 

(5)  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Rural  District  of  Wrexham, 
with  special  reference  to  Overcrowding. 

Reference  must  be  made  to  the  fact  that  the  compilement  of 
this  Report  has  been  delayed  owing  to  causes  which  are  beyond 
our  control.  In  the  first  place  the  late  arrival  of  the  .Statistics 
from  the  Registrar  General  meant  a certain  delay  before  making 
those  portions  of  the  Report  which  are  dependent  on  this  official 
information,  and  further  delay  was  caused  owing  to  a discrepancy 
in  the  number  of  Births  between  our  figures  and  those  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General,  and  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  work 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  any  area  would  be  very  much 
facilitated  if  inward  transferable  births  could  be  obtained  from 
the  Registrar  General  in  the  same  way  as  we  receive  the  inward 
transferable  Deaths.  We  are  informed,  however,  that  this 
information  cannot  be  supplied. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  P.  EDWARDS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Ojjiccr  of  Health  and  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

T.  P.  Edwards,  m.d.,  b.s.  (lond.,)  d.p.h.  (cantab). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 

D.  Thomas,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  c.m.i. 

Sanitary,  Housing,  and  Petroleum  Inspectors 

T.  Owen  Jones,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

John  Evans,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

H.  Cecil  D.  Jones,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
Stanley  Davies,  c.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  c.m.i. 

Temporary  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

Caleb  Davies,  c.r.s.i.,  a.s.i.a. 

Medical  Officer’s  Clerk 

Clieford  H.  Watkin. 

Housing  Clerk 

Cyril  Parry. 

Sanitary  Engineer 

D.  E.  Edwards,  p.a.s.i. 

Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital 

Miss  H.  M.  Davies,  s.r.n. 

Assistant  Matron 

^Iiss  E.  H.  Humphreys,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m. 


Health  Committee 

Chairman — Prof.  J.  T.  Share-Jones,  d.v.Sc.,  f.r.c.v.s. 
Vice  Chairman — Edward  Williams,  Esq.,  Broughton. 

The  Health  Committee  consists  of  the  whole  Council 
(49  Members). 

Clerk  to  the  Council — G.  Vernon  Price,  Esq.,  f.c.i.s. 

Wrexham  Joint  Fever  Hospital  Committee 
Chairman — E.  A.  Cross,  Esq.,  j.p.,  m.b.e. 
Vice-Chairman — Dr.  W.  S.  Sprent. 
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1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,‘MU 

Population  Estimated  (Mid-Anniial,  IDIi?)  ...  ...  (50,120 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937)  ...  ...  l(5,lo(i 

Sum  reprc.sented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £023/17/4. 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1937)  ...  ...  ...  £170,302 

Number  of  Parishes  in  the  District  ...  ...  ...  25 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


F. 

Total 

Births  ...  j 

r Legitimate 

510 

445 

901\ 

Birth  Rate  10.7 

1 

£ Illegitimate 

22 

24 

40/ 

(England  and 
Wales  14.9) 

Total  . . . 

538 

409 

1007 

Still  Births 

f Legitimate 

24 

25 

49  \ 

Still  Births  per 

1 

£ Illegitimate 

— 

— 

-/ 

1000  popu- 
lation 0.80 

Total 

24 

25 

49 

(England  and 

— 

Wales  0.00) 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Deaths  ... 

... 

449 

381 

830 

Crude  Death  Rate  ... 

13.7 

(England  and  Wales  12.4) 

Comparative  IMortality  P'actor  ....  l.OO 
Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  ...  14.5 


Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth  ; — 


1 P'rom  Puerperal  Sepsis 

2 From  other  Puerperal  Causes 


^ Total  2 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate  : — 

Per  1000  England  Per  1000  England 
Live  Births  and  Wales  Total  Births  and  Wales 
Puerperal  .Sepsis  — 0.97  — 0.94 

Other  Puerperal 

Causes  ...  1.9  2.20  1.8  2.17 


Totals  ...  1.9  3.23  1.8  3.11 


Infantile  Mortality ; — yj  p Total 

Legitimate  27  23  50 

Illegitimate  12  3 


Total 


28 


53 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rates  : — 

Total  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Births  ...  ...  52.0 

(England  and  Wales  5S.0) 

Male  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Male  Births  ...  52.0 

Female  Infantile  iMortality  Rate  per  1000  Female  Births...  5.2.3 
Total  Legitimate  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Legitimate 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52.0 

Total  Illegitimate  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Illegitimate 


M.  F.  Total 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 years  — ] 1 

Diarrhoea  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births: — 0.9 

(England  and  Wales  5.S). 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

There  have  been  very  few  changes  in  the  social  conditions  of 
our  District  during  the  year. 

Our  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  been  continued  and 
a large  number  of  families  have  been  transferred  to  new  Council 
Houses,  and  this  policy  of  the  District  Council  is  being  continued. 

There  is  still  a large  number  of  unfit  houses  in  existence  and 
these  are  being  dealt  with  by  the  erection  of  Council  Houses, 
which  are  being  constructed  at  the  maximun  rate  found  possible. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  discussion  arose  in  the 
meetings  of  the  Health  Committee  with  reference  to  the  housing 
conditions  existing  in  our  area,  and  a Special  Report  was  presented 
to  the  Committee  in  September,  and  this  Report  will  be  dealt 
with  in  fuller  detail  later  on  in  this  Report. 

L'p  to  the  end  of  the  }^ear  281  houses  had  been  dealt  with 
in  Clearance  Areas  and  in  addition  to  these  176  houses  were 
dealt  with  as  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  It  was  stated  in  this 
Report  that  55  houses  were  being  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Areas 
at  the  present  moment  and  78  Individual  Unfit  Houses.  Follow- 
ing a survey  of  the  whole  area  it  was  recommended  that  1,425 
houses  be  scheduled  for  demolition.  Figures  were  also  included 
in  this  Report  as  to  the  situation  with  reference  of  overcrowding. 
In  a previous  Report  based  on  the  Survey  of  the  Rural  District 
as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  on  the  basis  required 
for  Form  “ C ”,  1,206  houses  were  definitely  overcrowded,  or  a 
percentage  of  8,67  of  the  total  number  of  houses,  but  taking  into 
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consideration  the  standards  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  respect 
to  alternative  accommodation  (due  regard  being  paid  to  the 
standards  adopted  for  sleeping  accommodation  and  sex  separation) 
it  was  estimated  that  the  number  of  houses  overcrowded  was 
over  3,500.  Thus  it  is  quite  evident  that  there  is  still  a large 
amount  of  overcrowding  in  our  area  and  this  is  being  dealt  with 
under  a programme  working  in  conjunction  with  Slum  Clearance. 

In  dealing  with  previous  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  it  has  been  found,  quite  definitely,  that  the  removal 
of  unfit  houses  and  their  replacement  by  houses  of  larger  accom- 
modation and  of  a higher  standard  of  fitness  for  human  habitation 
does,  to  a definite  extent,  abate  overcrowding  and  undoubtedly 
when  our  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  has  been  completed  that 
in  itself  will  go  a long  way  to  the  solution  of  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding. 

There  is  very  little  I need  say  with  reference  to  industrial 
conditions  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District.  There  is  a definite 
amount  of  unemployment,  but  it  has  been  impossible  to  obtain 
stati-stical  information  bearing  on  this  problem. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  houses  being  built  one  would 
expect  the  brickworks  to  be  working  in  a satisfactory  manner, 
and  this  is  of  special  importance  in  an  area  such  as  ours  containing, 
as  it  does,  large  deposits  of  clay  which  is  eminently  suitable 
for  brick-making. 

It  was  with  satisfaction  that  one  learned  that  the  Brymbo 
Steel  Works  had  been  re-established,  but  at  the  present  moment 
there  is  definite  evidence  that  this  important  industry  is  not 
working  to  the  extent  that  one  would  desire. 

Another  cause  for  satisfaction  was  the  fact  that  Messrs. 
Cadbury’s  Company  was  erecting  a branch  factory  at  Twll, 
Sesswick,  and  this  will  undoubtedly  absorb  a large  number  of 
unemployed  persons,  and  at  the  same  time  it  should  help  to 
develop  the  milk  industry  which  is  one  of  the  most  vital  industries 
in  our  area. 

A certain  amount  of  employment  is  created  by  the  various 
schemes  adopted  by  our  Council,  such  as  the  laying  of  a new 
sewer  along  the  Ruabon  Road  to  Rhostyllen  Outfalls,  and  arrange- 
ments are  now  being  made  for  a similar  project  being  carried 
out  at  Garth  and  Trevor. 

It  may  be  pointed  out  here  that  the  population  of  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General, 
has  diminished  by  GOO, 
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WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Parish 

A crcage 

Houses 

Popula- 

iion 

Rateable 
V alue 
[April  ist^ 
1937)- 

Abenbury 

1,717 

43 

189 

798 

Allington 

;L57S 

401 

1,413 

4,950 

Bersham 

1 ,783 

1,201 

4,311 

10,499 

Bieston  ... 

1,683 

55 

216 

849 

Broughton 

1,089 

1 ,754 

6,388 

14,1  i 5 

Brymbo  ... 

2,-643 

1,090 

3,879 

9,1-55 

Burton  ... 

2,869 

190 

752 

3,562 

Cefn 

1 ,876 

1,720 

6,419 

17,321 

Erbistock 

2,919 

114 

478 

1,482 

Erddig 

287 

10 

42 

314 

Esclusham  Above 

3,953 

122 

492 

4,957 

Esclusham  Below 

1,640 

659 

2,-537 

9,035 

Gresford  ... 

1,099 

431 

1,514 

6,628 

Gwersyllt 

2,102 

1,512 

5,488 

14,086 

Holt  

2,912 

266 

1,084 

2,139 

Isycoed  ... 

3,532 

100 

415 

1 ,059 

Llangollen  Rural 

9.9-52 

682 

2,-567 

8,207 

Llantvsilio 

5,162 

194 

618 

1,990 

Llay  ... 

2,252 

833 

3,121 

11,939 

Marchwiel 

3,389 

181 

768 

3,685 

Minera 

1 ,393 

345 

1,202 

3,136 

Penvcae 

4,695 

-535 

1 ,957 

3,947 

Rhosllanerchrugog 

1,442 

2,834 

10,7-54 

2,4184 

Ruabon  ... 

5,907 

783 

3,209 

10,797 

Sesswick  ... 

2,596 

81 

307 

1 ,468 

Total 

72,370 

16,136 

60,120 

170,302 

...  o.8:{ 


Population  per  Acre 
Houses  per  Acre 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH  RATE 


TABLE  I. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  births  registered 
according  to  the  different  parishes  in  the  Wrexham  Rural 
District. 


Parish 

Males 

Legitimate 

Males 

Illegiti’ate 

Females 

Legitimate 

Females 
Illegiti’  ate 

Total 

Abenbury 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Allington... 

12 

— 

9 

— 

21 

Bersham  ... 

25 

3 

26 

1 

55 

Rieston  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Broughton 

58 

5 

48 

2 

113 

Brymbo  ... 

24 

1 

33 

1 

59 

Burton  ... 

5 

— 

1 

1 

7 

Cefn 

49 

3 

41 

4 

97 

Erbistock 

5 

— 

3 

— - 

8 

Erddig  ... 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— • 

Esclusham  Above 

7 

— 

1 

— 

8 

Esclusham  Below 

32 

1 

22 

2 

57 

Gresford  ... 

20 

— 

13 

— 

33 

Gwersyllt 

57 

2 

54 

4 

117 

Holt  

3 

— 

6 

— 

9 

Isycoed  ... 

2 

— 

3 

5 

Llangollen  Rural 

15 

— 

17 

1 

33 

Llantysilio 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Llay  

42 

2 

28 

2 

74 

Marchwiel 

3 

4 

— 

i 

Minera  ... 

12 

— 

6 

1 

19 

Penycae  ... 

22 

1 

14 

3 

40 

Rhos 

95 

.3 

89 

2 

189 

Ruabon  ... 

26 

1 

22 

— 

49 

Sesswick  ... 

0 

— 

3 

— 

5 

Total 

516 

22 

445 

24 

1007 

The  total  number  of  births  notified  to  me  by  the  Registrars 
was  lot) 7. 

The  illegitimate  births  number  46  which  is  4.5  per  cent  of 
the  total  births. 
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Births. 

'J'lie  total  number  of  births  notified  to  me  by  the  Registrars 
was  979,  l)ut  there  have  been  74  births  wliieh  ha\'e  lo  be  added 
on  and  whicJi  took  place  outside  our  J^istrict,  and  4(i  births 
taking  place  in  our  area  which  have  been  excluded  as  they  affect 
other  Districts.  This  makes  an  adjusted  total  of  1,007  I)irths, 
which  is  an  increase  of  .3d  over  the  total  number  of  births  for  1930. 

The  Illegitimate  Births  number  40  ; of  these  IS  were  confined 
outside  the  area  and  the  Illegitimate  Births  represent  of 

the  total  number  of  Births,  which  is  an  increase  of  0.40%  over 
last  year’s  figure. 

The  Legitimate  Male  Births  ha\'e  increased  by  dd  and  the 
Illegitimate  Male  Births  by  one.  The  Legitimate  Female  Births 
have  decreased  by  29  whereas  the  Illegitimate  Female  Births 
have  increased  by  0. 

Increases  in  the  number  of  Births  have  occurred  in  the 
following  Parishes,  namely,  Allington,  Bersham,  Burton,  Erbistock 
Esclusham  Above,  Esclusham  Below,  Gresford,  Gwensyllt,  Llan- 
gollen Rural,  Minera,  Penycae,  Rhos  and  Ruabon.  With  reference 
to  the  Parish  of  Ruabon  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  this  increase 
is  only  in  reference  to  the  residents  of  the  Parish.  Decreases 
in  the  number  of  Births  have  occurred  in  the  Parishes  of  Aben- 
bury,  Bieston,  Broughton  (where  the  decrease  amounts  to  13), 
(fefn  (where  the  decrease  amounts  to  11),  Erbistock,  Holt,  Llay 
(where  the  decrease  amounts  to  2d),  March wiel,  Llantysilio  and 
Sesswick. 

During  the  year  162  Births  took  place  in  the  Ruabon 
IMaternity  Hospital,  as  against  118  during  1936.  IT  this  number 
13d  were  Rural  District  cases  and  27  were  in  respect  to  cases 
residing  outside  the  MTexham  Rural  District,  and,  of  the.se,  8 
belonged  to  the  Borough  of  ^^'rexham. 
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'J'lie  following  tabic  gives  full  details,  of  these  Births  viz.  : — 

TABLE  If. 

RUABON  IVIATERNITY  HOSPITAL  BIRTHS 

Males  Females 


Barish 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Legit. 

lllegit. 

Total 

*Total  R.D.  ... 

...  75 

3 

oG 

1 

135 

Allington  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Bersham  ... 

5 

— 

2 

— 

7 

Ih'ough  ton 

...  9 

— 

5 

— 

14 

Brymbo  ... 

...  5 

— 

4 

— 

7 

Cei'n 

...  12 

3 

10 

— 

25 

Erbistock 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Esclusham  Above 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Esclusham  Below 

**> 

— 

1 

— 

G 

Gresford  ... 

5 



2 

— 

7 

Gwersyllt 

1 

. — 

G 

— 

7 

Isycoed  ... 

....  1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Llangollen  Rural 

4 

— 

3 

1 

8 

Llantysilio 

...  — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Uay  

0 

— 

G 

— 

12 

Marchwiel 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

IMinera 

1 

— 

— 



1 

Penycae  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Rhosllanerchrugog 

0 

— 

G 

— 

12 

Rnabon  ... 

9 

— 

G 

— 

15 

Sesswick  ... 

...  1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Borough  of  Wrexham 

...  3 

4 

1 

8 

Hiraethog  R.  D. 

...  3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Llanwrst  U.D.  ... 

...  3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Llangollen  LT.  D. 

...  1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Li\ erpool  C.B.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Widnes  M.C. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

AI>ergele  U.  D.  ... 

1 

— 

3 

— 

4 

Aldershot  M.C.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

i’rcstwich  U.D.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

llawardcn  R.D.  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

t'l'oTAL  Extern. 

...  1() 

— 

10 

1 

27 

* Included  in  Total  Births  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District, 
t Excluded  from  Total  Births  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District. 
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Birth  Rate. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  tlie  area  is  l(i.7  as  compared  with  10.0 
for  1930  and  14.!)  for  England  and  ^^'alcs  for  J!)l{7.  Thus  tlie 
Birtli  Rate  has  increased  Iw  0.7  per  1,000  population,  wlicreas 
the  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  \\’ales  has  increased  by  0.1  per 
1,000  population. 

High  Birth  Rates  are  noted  in  the  Parishes  of  Broughton, 
Esclusham  Below,  Gwersyllt,  Elay,  Minera,  Penycae,  and  Rhos 
whereas  the  Birth  Rate  is  low  in  the  Parishes  of  Abcnbury,  Burton, 
Holt,  Llantysilio  and  Marcl  wiel.  The  latter  four  Parishes  are 
agricultural  parishes. 

Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  has  been  a reduction 
in  the  Birth  Rate  in  the  Parishes  of  Abenbury,  Brymbo,  Cefn, 
Gresford,  Holt,  Llant3^silio,  Lla\^  and  IMarchwiel,  but  on  the  other 
hand  there  have  been  increases  in  the  Parishes  of  Bersham, 
Broughton,  Burton,  Erbistock,  Esclusham  Above,  Esclusham 
Below,  Gwersyllt,  IMinera,  Penycae,  Rhos  and  Ruabon. 

Still  Births. 

The  number  of  Still  Births  occurring  during  the  year  was  4!) 
as  compared  with  62  for  1936,  thus  making  a decrease  of  13.  All 
the  Still  Births  were  in  respect  to  legitimate  confinements,  and 
24  were  male  and  25  female. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  l.OS  as 
compared  with  1.02  for  1936  and  0.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

Deaths. 

During  the  year  there  were  830  Deaths  as  compared  with 
842  for  1936  ; thus  there  has  been  a decrease  of  12.  449  were 

male  deaths,  and  381  were  female. 

Increases  in  the  number  of  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Parishes  of 
Abenbury,  Bieston,  Broughton,  Burton,  Cefn  (where  the  increase 
amounts  to  16),  Erbistock,  Gresford  (where  the  increase  amounts 
to  15),  Llantysilio,  l\Iarchwiel  and  Rhos,  whereas,  on  the  otlier 
hand  decreases  in  the  number  of  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Parishes 
of  Allington,  Bersham,  Brymbo  (where  the  decrease  amounts 
to  13),  Esclusham  Above,  Esclusham  Below  (where  the  decrease 
amounts  to  8),  Holt  (where  the  decrease  amounts  to  8),  Isvcoed 
(where  there  was  a reduction  of  9),  Llangollen  Rural  (11  less 
deaths),  Llay  (14  less  deaths),  Minera,  Pen\xae  (7  less  deaths), 
Ruabon  (10  less  deaths)  and  Sesswick. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  there  were  no  Deaths  nor  Births 
in  the  Parish  of  Erddig,  which  appears  to  be  perfectly  sterile 
statistically. 


As  to  the  Causes  of  Dcatlis,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
there  were  no  deaths  from  l\Ieaslcs  nor  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The 
Deaths  from  Diplitlieria  have  increa.sed  by  (5,  the  increase  affecting 
both  sexes.  There  has  been  a diminution  of  22  in  the  number  of 
deatlis  from  Influenza — the  diminution  affecting  both  sexes.  It 
is  satisfactory  to  note,  also,  that  there  has  been  a diminution  of 
10  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  viz.  : one  less 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis,  and  9 less  deaths  from 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
Cancer  have  increased  by  8 ; Diabetes  have  increased  by  2 ; 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  by  5 ; Heart  Disease  deaths  have  decreased 
by  b ; Other  Circulatory  Diseases  deaths  have  increased  by  10  ; 
Bronchitis  deaths  have  increased  by  7,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Pneumonia  have  decreased  by  5 — an  increase  of  2 in  the 
number  of  female  Pneumonia  deaths,  and  a decrease  of  7 in  the 
number  of  male  Pneumonia  deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  two  years  of 
age,  has  decreased  by  3.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sej^sis,  but  there  were  2 deaths  from  Other  Puerperal  Causes.  The 
number  of  deaths  from  Prematurity,  etc.  have  decreased  from 
49  to  34,  the  decrease  affecting  both  se.xes.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  Other  Defined  Diseases  number  57,  which  is  a 
decrease  of  14  as  compared  with  the  number  of  deaths  from 
these  diseases  for  1936,  whereas  the  number  of  deaths  from  other 
Ill-defined  Diseases  number  11  as  compared  with  3 for  the 
previous  3^ear. 


Death  Rate. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  13.7  as  compared  with  13.8  for  1936. 

The  Comparative  IMortality  Factor  is  1.06  and  this  brings 
the  Crude  Death  Rate  to  14.5  as  compared  with  14.62  for  last 
year.  The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.4. 

It  ma}^  be  of  interest  to  note  that  there  is  a veiy  high  Death 
Rate  per  1,000  population  in  the  Parishes  of  Abenbury,  Gresford 
and  Llantysilio. 


Deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases. 

During  the  year  there  were  95  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases 
including  93  from  Cancer  and  2 from  Sarcoma. 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1936  was  87,  thus  there  has 
l)ecn  an  increase  of  8 ; the  male  deaths  have  increased  b}^  2,  and 
the  female  deaths  by  6. 
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The  ratio  of  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  to  the  total 
number  of  deaths  is  1 : 8.7  as  compared  with  I : 0.(i  for  I93(i. 

The  Malignant  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1. 000  ])opulation  is 
1.5  as  compared  with  1.43  for  193(5. 


DEATHS 

FROM  MALIGNANT 

DISEASE. 

Cancer. 

Males  Females 

Total 

Larynx 

1 

— 

1 

Tongue 

1 

— 

1 

Oesophagus  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Stomach 

...  19 

13 

32 

Colon  ... 

9 

12 

21 

Pancreas 

...  ‘l 

1 

2 

Rectum 

6 

2 

8 

Liver 

1 

1 

2 

Uterus 

...  

2 

2 

Ovary 

— 

3 

3 

Breast 

1 

4 

5 

Prostate 

3 

— 

.3 

Gall  Bladder  ... 

2 

1 

.3 

Bladder 

1 

1 

2 

Lung 

1 

— 

1 

Rodent  Ulcer 

...  

1 

1 

Others 

...  3 

2 

5 

Sarcoma 

...  — 

2 

2 

Total 

...  49 

46 

95 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  who  died  was 
53,  as  compared  with  77  during  the  year  1936;  thus  there  has 
been  a decrease  of  24.  50  were  of  legitimate  birth  and  3 were 

of  illegitimate  birth.  Of  the  53  infantile  deaths  28  were  males 
and  25  were  females.  As  regards  the  local  incidence  of  Infantile 
i\fortality,  6 occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Broughton,  10  in  Gwersyllt, 
10  in  Rhos,  4 in  Brymbo,  and  4 in  Llay.  Of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  five  took  place  in  the  Ruabon 
Maternity  Hospital,  but  were  transferred  to  their  respective 
Parishes  in  Table  3.  Decreases  in  the  number  of  deaths  occurred 
in  the  Parishes  of  Bersham,  Broughton,  Burton,  Cefn,  Esclusham 
Above,  Esclusham  Below,  Gwersyllt,  Isycoed,  Llantysilio,  Llay, 
Minera,  Penycae,  Rhos,  Ruabon  and  Sesswick,  thus  it  would 
appear  that  the  diminution  is,  on  the  whole,  general  throughout 
the  whole  District.  Increases  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths  took 
place  in  the  Parishes  of  Allington,  Brymbo  and  Marchwiel, 
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It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  53  deaths  38  were  neo-natal, 
by  which  term  it  is  meant  that  death  took  place  within  one  month 
of  birth,  and  of  this  numlrer  !)  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Gwersyllt, 
and  four  in  each  of  the  Parishes  of  Rhos  and  Broughton. 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  is  52.0 
and  this  is  the  lowest  on  record  as  far  as  our  area  is  concerned. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  58.0.  Our  rate  has 
decreased  by  26.4  whereas  that  for  England  and  Wales  has 
diminished  by  1.0 

^^hth  reference  to  the  local  infantile  death  rates  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  in  the  parishes  of  Marchwiel  and  Holt  the  res- 
pective infantile  death  rates  are  428.5  and  111.1  per  1,000  total 
births,  and  in  the  parishes  of  Allington  and  Gwers}dlt  the  rates 
are  95.2  and  93.5  respectively.  In  certain  of  these  parishes, 
the  high  rate  could  be  put  down  to  the  low  number  of  births, 
although  in  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt  it  is  due  to  the  high  number 
of  deaths.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  also  that  the  number  of 
infant  deaths  occurring  in  the  parishes  of  Gwersyllt  and  Rhos 
are  identical,  namely  10  but  there  were  a greater  number  of 
births  in  the  latter  parish  and  the  rate  is  52.8  as  compared  with 
93.4  for  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  infant  deaths  occurred  in  eleven 
parishes  situated  in  our  District. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

During  the  year  two  deaths  occurred  in  consequence  of 
child-birth,  and  in  both  cases  they  were  from  Puerperal  causes 
other  than  Puerperal  Sepsis.  'I'his  is  a decrease  of  5 as  compared 
with  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  previous  year. 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  is  1.9 
as  compared  with  7.1  for  the  year  1930,  and  as  compared  with 
3.23  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  rate  per  1,000  total  births  is  1.8  as  compared  with  0.7 
for  1936,  and  3.11  for  England  and  Wales. 
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It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a very  satisfactorv 
improvement  in  this  respcet  rcyarcliny  our  District. 


Per  1 ,000 

England 

Per  1,000  England 

Live  Births 

and  Wales 

Total  Births  and  Wales 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Puerperal 

— 

0.97 

— 0.94 

Causes 

1.9 

2.26 

1.8  2.17 

Total 

1.9 

3.23 

1.8  3.11 

The  above  table  can  be  compared  with  the  following  figures 
for  1936,  namely  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
7.1  (England  and  Wales  3.81).  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  total  births  6.7  (England  and  Wales  3.6.5). 


Zymotic  Diseases  and  Death  Rate. 

The  above  term  is  applied  to  the  seven  principal  z^^motic 
diseases,  namely.  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough, 
Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Diarrhoea  and  Fever. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  was  4,  as  compared 
with  22  for  the  previous  3^ear. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  population  is  0.06  as  compared 
with  0.36  for  the  previous  year. 
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TABLE  III. 


The  following  table  gives  the  Causes  of  Death  of  persons  in  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  for  the  year  1937. 


All  Ages. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

1 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

3 

5 

Diphtheria 

14 

12 

26 

6 

Influenza 

19 

15 

34 

7 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

system 

15 

17 

32 

10 

Other  Tuberculosis 

4 

— 

4 

11 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

tabes  dorsalis 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Cancer 

49 

46 

95 

14 

Diabetes 

3 

5 

8 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

39 

26 

65 

16 

Heart  Disease 

120 

117 

237 

17 

Aneurysm 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

15 

13 

28 

19 

Bronchitis 

17 

16 

33 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

17 

20 

37 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

4 

7 

22 

Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

23 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

1 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

2 

1 

3 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

1 

1 

26 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

2 

4 

6 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

10 

8 

18 

28 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

IS 

11 

29 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth,  malformations,  etc. 

19 

15 

34 

32 

Senility  ... 

9 

8 

17 

33 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

34 

Other  Violence  ... 

25 

10 

35 

35 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 

34 

23 

57 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  not  known 

8 

3 

11 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

449 

381 

830 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) 

!• — 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

latht  front  lnfe( 
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TABLE  IV. 


Analy^iis  uf  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  fur 
the  year  19;i7,  arranged  according  to  Parishes. 


Deaths  front  Infectious  | 
Diseases.  | 

stijodisAag 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

J9A0^  01.19:^113 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
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0 

OJ 
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CO 

luojj  sq;i30Q 

LO 

a 

0 

CO 
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ji-icoieoiMjcil  1 |(N|fo|  |ro|'-i|— | 

SLjijjiq  OOO'T  -lad 

9p:}-UBjux 

1 

95.2 

36.3 

53.1 

67.8 

30.9 

35.1 

93.4 

111.1 

60.6 

54.0 
428.5 

50.0 
52.8 

41.2 

52.6 

9Si3  JO  jBaA 
j japun  sqj'BOQ 

1 l<N|O^i<N)'^C0](NO<N| 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ^ I 1 1^1 

53 

SuiAiq  000' I 
oj-Bj-qj-BaQ 
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^*  ^*  '^*  00  <5<i  :0  0 GO  0 CO  16  06  r-H  ^ (N  c<i  10  0 

O'?  F— H f— t f-^ 

0 

CO 

X 

•sqjBaa 

^0<NTt<00-?t<w5COCi  1 bOCOCO'X'OfMOCOOOiiOlOOOiiM 
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(-H  F— t 
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F^  F— H rH  f^  f-H  f^  i-H 

16.7 

m 

JC 

r 

a 

'DIOX 

|cooi>i>x  icot^cot-c:>iocor^'^t^cioc5a5ii:i 

0 1 OCO-H  CO  I>  ^-r^toO’^ 

F^  ^ F—t 

0 

0 

*S9l'BUI93 
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(>j|ir5CO  rJH  I (M^IO  i CO  1—105  01 

0 

0 

-+ 

1 (N  GO  1 CO  >0  0 01  0 I l>  CO  0 C5  CO  01  0 1 CO  CO  GO  (M 

1 f— * 1 W (N  LO  1 CO  <M  >0  r-1  1 ^ 0-1  ^ OI 

538 

•uoijuindoj 

pojBuqjsg 
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160,120 

j 

PARISH. 

Abenbury 
Allington 
Bersham 
Bieston  ... 
Broughton 
Brymbo  ... 
Burton  ... 

Cefn 

Erbistock 

Erddig 

Esclusham  Above 
Esclusham  Below 
Gresford  ... 
Gwersvllt 

Holt  ■ 

Isycoed  ... 
Llangollen  Rural 
Llantysilio 

Llay  

Marchwicl 
Minera 
Penycae  ... 

Rhos 

Ruabon  ... 
Se.sswick  ... 

r 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  751  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified 
as  compared  with  775  during  the  year  1930  : thus  there  has 
been  a decrease  of  24. 

The  notifications  for  Diphtheria  amount  to  401  as  against 
321  for  1936,  or  an  increase  of  80.  It  will  be  seen  from  the 
Isolation  Hospital  Report  that  404  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
admitted,  but  four  of  these  were  observation  cases  and  were 
not  notified  to  the  Health  Department  as  Diphtheria. 

100  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  as  compared  with 
248  during  the  previous  year,  or  a diminution  of  82.  There 
was  one  case  of  Para-typhoid  Fever  notified  during  the  year, 
and  24  cases  of  Erysipelas  as  against  34  for  1936,  or  a decrease 
of  10.  There  was  one  death  from  Erysipelas.  12  cases  of 
Puerperal  disease  were  notified  during  the  year ; two  were 
Puerperal  Fever  cases  and  ten  were  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  It 
has  to  be  pointed  out  that  the  notification  of  all  Puerperal  cases 
has  undergone  a substantial  change  in  that,  since  October,  1937, 
it  is  now  no  longer  obligatory  to  notify  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
as  such  but  that  these  cases  have  now  to  be  notified  as  Puerperal 
P3U'exia.  There  were  two  deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  during 
the  3ear.  00  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against  55 
during  the  previous  year,  this  being  an  increase  of  5.  One  of 
these  cases  was  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  37  Pneu- 
monia cases  died.  With  reference  to  Tuberculosis  87  new  cases 
were  notified  as  compared  with  104  during  1936,  or  a decrease 
of  17.  The  pulmonary  cases  have  decreased  from  72  to  69 
and  the  non-pulmonar3^  cases  from  32  to  18.  Twelve  new  cases 
were  notified,  however,  previous  to  their  being  struck  off  the 
register  as  “ Died,”  “ Recovered,”  or  “ Lost  Sight  of,”  after 
receiving  intimations  to  that  effect  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  the 
total  Tuberculosis  deaths  is  5 : 36,  or  a percentage  of  13.9. 

Of  the  401  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria,  400  were  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  in  addition  to  these  4 observation 
cases  were  also  admitted.  Taking  400  as  the  number  of  actual 
admission  of  Diphtheria  cases  this  shows  an  increase  of  79  over 
tlie  number  of  admission  for  1936.  Of  the  166  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  141  were  admitted  to  tlie  Isolation  Hospital  as  compared 
with  183  during  1936,  this  being  a reduction  of  42  cases.  Of 
the  24  cases  of  Erysipelas  two  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 
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Of  the  total  number  of  751  cases  of  notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases,  54!)  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  (including 

4 observation  cases  of  susi)ected  Diphtheria),  as  against  501 
during  the  previous  year.  This  figure  does  not  include  the 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  were  admitted  to  Institutions, 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1(56  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  248  during  1956, 
this  being  a reduction  of  82.  Thus  there  has  been  a substantial 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  notified.  Of  these  cases,  78 
were  between  the  ages  of  5 and  10  years  as  compared  with  99 
during  1936,  and  28  w'ere  between  the  ages  of  10  and  15  years 
as  compared  with  43  during  the  previous  }^ear.  As  regards 
cases  between  the  ages  of  4 and  5 years  these  have  diminished 
from  26  to  23,  and  the  number  of  cases  between  the  ages  of  3 
and  4 3^ears  have  diminished  from  22  to  16. 

Taking  the  ages  between  3 and  15  years  as  the  most  sus- 
ceptible period  of  infection,  147  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  190  for  1936,  this  being  a reduction  of 
43.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified,  88.4%  represent 
the  notification  of  cases  between  the  ages  of  3 and  15  years. 
4'he  cases  between  the  ages  of  15  and  20  years  have  increased 
from  18  to  28.  Of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified  there  were 
no  deaths  during  the  year,  but  during  the  previous  year  there 
were  2 deaths. 

With  reference  to  the  local  incidence  of  infection,  the  largest 
number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt,  namely 
43.  26  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Brymbo,  24  in  Broughton, 

23  in  Rhos,  and  16  in  Cefn.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  only 

5 Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  notified  from  the  parish  of  Llay  as 
compared  with  49  during  1936.  Satisfactory  decreases  have 
occurred  in  the  parish  of  Bersham,  there  being  3 cases  as  compared 
with  13  for  last  year  ; in  Esclusham  Below,  there  being  one 
case  as  compared  with  13  for  last  year,  and  in  the  parish  of  Rualjon 
where  there  were  5 cases  as  compared  with  14  for  I9,3(i.  The 
onH  parishes  free  from  infection  were  agricultural  areas,  namely, 
Abenbur}^,  Esclusham  Above,  Isycoed,  Marchwiel  and  Sesswick 
parishes. 

The  case  rate  per  1,000  population  was  2.7  as  compared 
with  4.0  for  1936  and  2.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

I have  already  intimated  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  so  that  the  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
is  0.0  as  compared  with  0.03  for  1936  and  0.01  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  Case  Mortality  Rate  was  0.0  as  compared  with 
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0.08  for  1936,  and  this  only  bears  ont  my  statement  in  the  last 
annual  rej^ort  that  tlie  case  mortality  rate  has  fallen  steadily 
during  the  last  si.\  years. 

No  applications  were  received  for  the  performance  of  the 
Dick  Test  with  reference  to  susceptibility  for  Scarlet  Fever 
nor  for  immunisation. 

Of  the  total  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  31  were  living 
in  Council  Houses,  and  of  these  15  were  from  the  Parish  of 
Gwersyllt,  one  of  which  was  treated  at  home. 

Diphtheria. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified  was  401  as  compared 
with  321  for  1936,  or  an  increase  of  80. 

404  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  but, 
of  these,  4 were  not  Diphtheria  but  were  admitted  for  the  purpose 
of  observation  : this  shows  an  increase  of  86  over  the  number 
of  Diphtheria  cases  admitted  during  1936.  There  were  26 
deaths  from  Diphtheria  as  compared  with  20  in  1936.  Of  these, 
22  occurred  in  the  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital  as  against  14 
during  1936.  The  Incidence  Rate  per  1,000  population  was 
6.3  as  compared  with  5.2  for  1936,  and  1.49  for  England  and 
^^'ales.  Thus  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  our  area,  and  it  still  remains  very  much 
higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  notifi- 
cations received  106  were  from  the  Parish  of  Gwersyllt,  as  com- 
pared with  45  during  1936  ; 78  from  Llay  as  compared  with 
46  ; 58  from  Cefn  as  compared  with  42  ; 33  from  Broughton 
as  compared  with  26  ; 27  from  Ruabon  as  compared  with  24  ; 
and  26  from  the  parish  of  Rhos  as  compared  with  65  during 
the  previous  year.  In  the  parish  of  Berhsam  there  was  a reduction 
from  21  to  14,  in  the  parish  of  Esclusham  Below  a reduction 
from  16  to  13,  and  in  the  parish  of  Llangollen  Rural  a reduction 
of  9 (from  16  to  7). 

'i'he  state  of  affairs  in  the  parishes  of  Gwersyllt  and  Llay 
received  serious  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Health  Committee 
during  the  year,  and  with  reference  to  this  matter  three  special 
reports  were  made  and  presented  to  the  Committee.  During 
the  discussions  on  these  reports  certain  members  were  of  the 
opinion  that  sanitary  defects  was  the  main  cause  of  infection 
being  so  prevalent  in  the  parish  of  Llay,  but  it  must  be  pointed 
out  that  Diphtheria  is  an  infectious  disease  which  is  mainly 
spread  and  conveyed  through  personal  contact.  However, 
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steps  were  taken  to  investigate  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the 
parisli  of  Llajy  and  many  defects  were  noted  and  these  ha\'c 
received  onr  attention. 

One  important  point  that  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  is  that 
Llay  is  primarily  a large  housing  estate  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  miners  and  their  families,  and  there  is  ample  evidence, 
in  this  area,  of  overcrowding  in  the  form  of  large  families  and 
a certain  amount  of  subletting. 

As  regards  the  age  incidence,  145  cases  were  between  the 
ages  of  5 and  10  years  as  compared  with  1.30  during  1936,  and 
there  were  119  cases  between  the  ages  of  10  and  15  years  as 
against  71  during  tlie  previous  year,  so  that  between  the  ages 
of  5 and  15  years  264  cases  occurred  as  against  201  during  1936. 
Between  the  ages  of  4 and  5 years  there  were  32  cases  as  against 
22  for  last  year,  and  between  the  ages  of  20  and  25  years  there 
were  3 cases  as  compared  with  20  for  1936.  Between  the  ages 
of  15  and  20  years  there  were  27  cases  as  compared  with  29 
for  1936.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  infection  is  primarily 
between  the  ages  of  4 and  15  years.  There  was,  a substantial 
number  of  cases  between  the  ages  of  15  and  35  years  also. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  there  were  26  deaths,  22  of 
which  took  place  in  the  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital.  Judging 
from  the  cases  admitted  to  this  Hospital  there  was  a definite 
increase  in  the  severit}^  of  the  cases,  but  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  a substantial  number  of  these  were  admitted  in  a com- 
paratively late  stage,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  some  form  of  educat- 
ing the  public  should  be  adopted  in  order  to  convince  them 
of  their  important  duty  of  obtaining  immediate  medical  advice 
upon  the  occurence  of  any  sore  throat,  or  of  any  departure  from 
normal  health,  if  cases  have  to  be  diagnosed  early  and  if  efficient 
treatment  is  to  be  instituted  at  the  earliest  possible  stage. 

Taking  401  as  the  total  number  of  notifications  received, 
this  gives  a Case  Rate  Incidence  of  6.4  per  1,000  population. 
The  annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.43  as  compared 
with  0.32  for  1936,  and  0.07  for  England  and  Wales. 

During  the  discussions  on  Diphtheria  reference  was  repeatedly 
made  to  the  advisability  of  immunising  the  children  against 
this  disease,  but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  this  is  being  carried 
out  continually  throughout  the  year. 

Two  Schick  Tests  were  performed  during  the  year,  both 
of  them  being  negative.  7 re-tests  were  also  carried  out  ancl 
these  also  gave  negative  results, 
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Of  the  immunisation  cases  remaining  from  1936,  9 wera 
completed,  and  during  the  year  1937,  176  cases  were  completely 
immunised.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  12  cases 
which  had  not  been  completely  immunised.  These  figures 
refer  only  to  the  cases  attended  to  by  myself  and  it  must  be 
pointed  out  that  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authority  undertakes  to  carry  out  immunisa- 
tion against  this  disease  in  its  various  Clinics,  and  I have  no 
figures  to  indicate  how  many  children  were  immunised  at  these 
centres 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  87 
came  from  Council  Houses,  and  of  these  30  were  from  the  parish 
of  Gwersyllt,  21  from  the  parish  of  Llay,  11  from  Cefn,  and  9 
from  the  parish  of  Esclusham  Below.  All  these  cases  were  re- 
moved to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  Para-Typhoid  Fever  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  but  there  was  one 
death  in  which  the  Encephalitis  was  a secondary  condition. 

Erysipelas. 

24  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
34  during  1936.  Two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  and  there  was  one  death,  but  the  death  did  not  occur 
in  the  Hospital. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified,  5 were  from  Council 
Houses  and  of  these,  3 lived  in  the  parish  of  Rhos. 

Measles. 

Measles  is  a non-notifiable  disease  in  our  District.  There 
were  no  deaths.  The  death  rate  per  1,000  population  was 
therefore  0.0  as  compared  with  0.11  for  1936  and  0.02  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Influenza. 

34  deaths  took  place  during  the  year,  namely,  19  male 
deaths  and  15  female  as  compared  with  12  for  1936.  The  annual 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.55  as  compared  with 
0.2  for  1936  and  0.45  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  3 cases  during  the  year,  this  number  being 
the  same  as  that  for  the  previous  year.  Tliis  gives  an  annual 
Death  Rate  of  0.4  as  compared  with  0.5  for  l!).3(i  and  0.4  for 
England  and  \\'ales. 


Cholera  and  Dysentery. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Smallpox. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

2 cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  notified  up  to  1st  October, 
1937,  and  from  this  date  such  cases  would  be  notified  as  Puerperal 
Pyrexia.  In  addition  to  these,  10  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
were  notified  during  the  year,  thus  12  cases  in  all  were  notified. 

The  Case  Rate  per  1,000  population  is  0.19,  and  the  Case 
Rate  per  1,000  total  births  was  11.3  as  compared  with  13.93 
for  England  and  Wales. 

2 deaths  occurred  during  the  year  as  compared  with  7 for 
the  previous  year,  thus  there  has  been  a substantial  diminution 
in  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  Maternal  IMortality  Rates  will  be  found  in  the  Table 
of  Vital  Statistics  on  page  4. 

Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  60  cases  were  notified  as  against  55  during 
1936.  The  Case  Rate  per  1,000  population  was  0.9  as  compared 
with  1.36  for  England  and  Wales. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  case  rate  per  1,000  population 
is  below  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  was  the  case  last  year. 
Of  the  60  cases  notified,  16  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Cefn,  16 
in  the  parish  of  Gwers\dlt,  8 in  Llay,  6 in  Rhos,  and  5 in  the 
parish  of  Ruabon.  One  case  of  Pneumopia  died  in  Abenbury 
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without  being  notified,  also  one  case  in  Bcrsham,  one  in  Broughton, 
two  in  Brymbo,  one  in  Erbistock,  one  in  Holt,  two  in  Llan- 
tysilio,  and  .‘5  in  Penycae  parishes.  Thus  at  least  12  cases  of 
Pneumonia  died  not  notified. 

As  was  the  case  last  year,  the  greatest  number  of  notifications 
were  received  from  the  parishes  of  Cefn  and  Gwersyllt,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  other  parishes,  such  as 
Rhos  and  Penycae,  the  medical  practitioners  are  remiss  in  their 
notifications. 

In  our  Quarterly  Returns  attention  has  been  continually 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  apparently  greatest  incidence  of  Pneu- 
monia was  in  the  parish  of  Cefn,  but  it  was  pointed  out  in  answer 
to  queries  that  the  medical  practitioners  in  this  parish  are  ex- 
tremely satisfactorj^  as  regards  their  notifications,  and  that 
they  notify  all  their  cases  of  Pneumonia  whereas  doctors  in  other 
parishes  do  not.  But  on  the  face  of  matters,  it  appears  that 
as  far  as  Pneumonia  is  concerned,  Cefn  could  be  regarded  as 
a black  spot.  One  cannot  imagine  in  the  parish  of  Rhos,  with 
a population  of  between  10.000  and  11,000  that  there  were  only 
fi  cases  of  Pneumonia  throughout  the  year,  and  again  in  the 
parish  of  Brymbo  it  is  very  unlikely  that  out  of  7,000  inhabitants 
there  would  be  no  cases  of  this  disease  as  evidenced  by  the  absence 
of  notifications.  This  is,  to  a certain  extent,  shown  as  above 
by  the  number  of  deaths  in  certain  parishes,  which  exceeds 
the  number  of  notifications  received.  \Mth  reference  to  the 
parish  of  Brymbo  I have  continually  drawn  the  attention  of 
the  medical  practitioners  to  the  fact  that  cases  of  infectious 
discri.ses  are  not  notified  as  they  should  be,  and  almost  invariably 
they  are  not  notified  unless  a reminder  is  sent  from  this  Depart- 
ment asking  for  the  immediate  receipt  of  these  outstanding 
notifications.  This  matter  was  brought  up  before  the  Healtli 
Committee  and  it  was  resolved  that  the  attention  of  the  practi- 
tioners concerned  be  drawn  to  their  statutory  obligations  to 
notify  all  ca.scs  of  infectious  disca.scs  as  soon  as  they  are  diagnosed. 
'I'his  applies  not  only  to  Pneumonia,  but  to  the  otlier  notifiable 
di.seases  also. 


Anthrax. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  though,  occasionally, 
preliminary  notifications  with  reference  to  suspect  ca.ses  at  the 
various  farms  in  the  district  were  received,  but  up  to  the  present 
such  notifications  have  been  accompanied  or  followed  by  a 
cancellation, 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

])iirinfj;  the  year  we  Iia\’e  received  one  nolil'icatioii  with 
reference  to  this  disease,  l)ut  since  tlie  system  of  nolification 
lias  been  altered,  wherch\'  such  cases  are  now  to  he  notified 
to  the  County  .Medical  Officer  who  supply  us  with  su])plcmentary 
copies,  no  cases  have  been  reported  to  us. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Xo  action  was  found  necessary  under  Section  (iti  of  the 
Public  Health  (Amendment)  .A.ct,  1925,  with  reference  to  the 
prevention  of  Blindness. 


Table  V.  indicates  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  from  Council  Houses.  It  will  be  noticed  that  140  cases 
came  from  same  as  compared  with  141}  during  the  previous 
\'ear.  Of  these,  55  came  from  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt,  and  this 
number  includes  .‘10  cases  of  Diphtheria,  15  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  10  cases  of  Pneumonia.  With  reference  to  the  parish  of 
Llay,  21  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  and  one  case  of 
Erysipelas.  15  cases  were  notified  from  the  parish  of  Cefn, 
namely  11  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one 
case  of  Erysipelas,  and  two  Pneumonia  cases.  In  the  parish 
of  Rhos  there  were  ten  cases — 3 from  Diphtheria,  3 from  Scarlet 
Fever,  3 from  Erysipelas,  and  one  from  Pneumonia. 

Of  the  401  cases  of  Diphtheria,  87  occurred  in  Council 
Houses,  and  of  these  80  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

30  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  in  the  parish  of  (iwcr.syllt,  21  in 
Llay  and  11  in  Cefn  parish.  Of  the  100  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 

31  occurred  in  Council  Houses  ; 15  of  them  being  in  the  parish 
of  Gwersyllt,  and  4 in  the  parish  of  Broughton. 
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TABLE  V. 


Table  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  and  removed  to  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  1937,  from  Council  Houses  in  the 
\^’rexham  Rural  District. 


Removed  to  Hospital 


Parish 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Total 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Total 

Bersham 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Broughton  .... 

5 

4 

— 

— 

9 

5 

4 

— 

— 

9 

Brymbo 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

Cefn 

Esclusham 

11 

1 

1 

2 

15 

11 

1 

— 

— 

12 

Below 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

9 



— 

— 

9 

Gresford 

1 

3 

— 

2 

6 

1 

3 



— 

4 

Gwersyllt 

Llangollen 

3U 

15 

— 

10 

55 

30 

14 

— 

— 

44 

Rural 

Llay 

21 

— 

1 

— 

22 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Penycae 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Rhos 

3 

3 

3 

1 

10 

3 

3 

— 

— 

0 

Ruabon 

2 

2 

— 

2 

6 

2 

2 

— 

4 

Total 

87 

31 

5 

17 

140 

80 

30 

— 

116 

f 
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TABLE  VI. 

Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year. 


Diseases. 

Total  cases 
Notified. 

Cases 
admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

4U1 

404* 

26 

Scarlet  Fever  

166 

141 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

1 

1 

- 

Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Causes 

12 

— 

2 

Pneumonia 

6U 

1 

37 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

24 

2 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  ... 

87 

— 

36 

Total 

751 

549 

103 

* This  figure  includes  4 Observation  Cases. 
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TABLE  VII. 

The  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year. 
Arranged  according  to  ages, 
also  Total  Deaths  according  to  age. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulr 

ar 

M. 

non- 

y- 

F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary. 
M.  F. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

M.  F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary. 
M.  F. 

0—1  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1—5  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5—10  

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

10—15  

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

20—25  

4 

7 

2 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

2.5—35  

11 

7 

1 

2 

8 

3 

— 

— 

35 — 45 

5 

5 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

45 — 55 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

55—65  

4 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

37 

32 

8 

10 

15 

17 

4 

— 

f 
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Tuberculosis. 

Ortain  statistical  information  with  reference  to  tins  disease 
has  been  inehided  in  the  hei^inning  of  this  part  of  the  report 
under  the  “ Pre\'alence  of  ami  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases.” 

It  will  be  seen  in  Table  (>  that  09  Pulmonary  cases  were 
notified,  and  IS  Non-Pulmonary  cases.  Of  the  09  pulmonary 
cases,  18  occurred  between  the  ages  of  25  and  55  years,  and 
1 1 between  the  ages  of  20  and  25  years.  It  is  impossible,  at 
the  present  moment,  to  give  any  figures  as  to  the  actual  number 
of  cases  on  our  register.  Discussions  have  taken  place  between 
our  Health  Department,  the  County  Health  Department  and 
the  Tuberculosis  Physician  with  reference  to  a revision  of  the 
registers,  and  at  the  present  moment  there  is  a large  number 
of  cases,  approximately  000,  concerning  which  there  is  a difference 
of  opinion.  It  appears  that  the  Tuberculosis  Physician  has 
cancelled  these  from  his  records  owing  to  the  fact  that  no 
symptoms  of  the  disease  have  been  revealed  for  a period  of  5 years 
in  the  pulmonary  cases,  and  5 years  in  the  non-pulmonary  cases, 
but  against  this  it  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  even  though  the 
cases  may  have  been  quescient  for  these  periods  the  question 
still  arises  whether  these  cases  may  be  still  infected.  On  the 
other  hand  this  discrepancy  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  we 
were  not  informed  that  these  cases  were  crossed  off  the  register 
owing  to  the  reasons  stated  above.  A definite  decision  on  this 
matter  has  been  delayed,  no  doubt,  owing  to  two  reasons  : in 
the  first  place  the  preparation  of  evidence  in  respect  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Enquiry  with  reference  to  Tuberculosis  in  Wales, 
and  secondly  to  the  transfer  of  the  offices  of  the  Tuberculosis 
Physician  and  his  staff  from  Temple  Row  to  a more  modern 
building  in  Grosvenor  Road.  It  is  hoped  that,  in  the  very 
near  future,  however,  that  steps  will  be  taken  to  obviate  this 
disparity. 

I need  hardly  repeat  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  his  staff  with  us  : I need  only 
refer  to  the  fact  that  they  arc  always  willing  to  assist  us  whenever 
such  assistance  is  required. 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1926. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
the  above  Regulations,  and  no  notices  have  been  served  under 
Article  5,  and  no  compensation  has  been  paid. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sr^ction  149. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Section. 
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TABLE  VIII. 

Table  showing  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 

during  the  year. 


(,'A8ES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Im- 

paired. 

Deaths. 

Total 

Rlind- 

ness. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At 

Home. 

In 

Hospital 

OPHTHALMIA 

NEONATORUM. 

1 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

TABLE  IX. 

NUMBER  OF  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  CASES 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Arranged  according  to  age. 


Diseases. 

Under 
1 year. 

01 

1 

oi 

Tji 

1 

i 

O 

1 

‘O 

rH 

1 

o 

OJ 

1 

Tf 

1 

to 

T 

o 

CO 

£ ^ 
ci  d 

QC 

< 

O 

Diphtheria  

r> 

1319 

32 

145 

119 

27 

31 

9 

1 

401 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

816 

23 

78 

28 

3 

2 

3 

... 

166 

Erysipelas  

1 

... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

11 

;> 

24 

Enteric  hever 

1 

... 

1 

(includ’g  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

. . 

• • • 

. • . 

. . • 

. . . 

• • 

. . 

7 

3 

. • 

111 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

. . . 

•) 

Pneumonia 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

7 

10 

17 

5 

60 

Dv-sentery  

Encep’litis  L’argica 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

T uberculosis 

Pulmonary  

0 

5 

9 

29 

10 

11 

3 

69 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

1 

1 

... 

1 

... 

2 

3 

3 

7 

18 

Totals... 

6 

12 

22 

3958 

233 

157 

45 

86 

39j4l 

13 

751 

f 
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VACCINATION  RETURNS. 

Tlic  following  figures  relating  to  Small  Pox  Vaceination 
in  the  District  were  kindly  supplied  to  me  hv  Dr.  H.  Arwcl 
'I'homas,  the  County  i\Iedical  Officer. 


1 935 

1936 

1937 

Total  Births  ... 

1246 

1412 

1 35(i 

Successfully  vaccinated 

229 

247 

235 

Insusceptible 

4 

3 

— 

Conscientious  objectors 

946 

945 

920 

percent 

75.9 

66.9 

67.8 

Died  unvaccinated  ... 

52 

79 

62 

Postponed  by  Medical  Certificate  ... 

23 

39 

37 

Removed 

52 

76 

85 

Unaccounted  for 

41 

26 

17 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the  iurisdiction  of  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  Council,  but  is  administered  by  the 
Joint  Fever  Hospital  Committee.  The  contributing  authorities 
to  the  upkeep  of  the  hospital,  and  those  which  are  represented 
at  the  Joint  Fever  Hospital  Committee,  are  as  follows,  viz  : 
Wrexham  Rural  District  Council.  Wrexham  Borough  Council. 
Llangollen  Urban  District  Council.  Overton  Rural  District 
Council.  Hiraethog  Rural  District  Council.  Ruthin  Borough 
Council  and  the  Ruthin  Rural  District  Council. 

On  1st  January,  1937  there  remained  in  hospital  75  cases 
from  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  21  were  Scarlet  Fever,  52 
were  Diphtheria,  and  one  was  Influenzal  Pneumonia.  During 
the  year  840  cases  were  admitted  as  compared  with  904  during 
1936,  thus  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  admissions. 
Of  the  total  number  admitted,  623  were  Diphtheria  as  compared 
with  542  during  1936,  whereas  there  has  been  a substantial 
decrease  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  which  amounted 
to  202  as  compared  with  338  during  1936.  15  other  cases  were 

admitted  as  compared  with  24  in  1936,  and  of  these  2 were 
Typhoid  Fever,  one  Para-Typhoid  Fever,  and  5 were  Erysipelas. 
Two  other  cases  were  admitted  in  view  of  the  possibility  of 
their  being  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever  but  they  were  later 
diagnosed  as  suffering  from  simple  colitis. 

One  interesting  case  was  one  admitted  as  suffering  from 
Encephalitis,  although  the  physical  indications  did  not  bear 
out  this  diagnosis  and  it  was  consiaered  that  the  case  was  one 
of  Cerebral  Tumour.  Unfortunately  this  case  died  but  we 
were  fortunate  in  performing  a post-mortem  examination  when 
a definite  neurogliomatous  tumour  was  found  in  the  left  temporal 
region. 
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son  cases  were  dischar^^cd  as  compared  with  892  during 
1930  and  of  tlicse  disdiareed  000  were  Diphtheria  cases  as  com- 
pared witli  '190  for  1930.  and  !t)0  were  Scarlet  h'e\er  as  compared 
witli  37.')  for  last  year.  'I'here  remained  in  tlie  Isolation  Hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (iS  cases,  namely,  39  Diphtheria  cases, 
2()  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  one  Erysipelas  and  two  Tonsillitis. 
During  the  year  there  were  41  deaths,  37  of  which  were  from 
Diphtheria  as  compared  with  a total  of  20  for  1930  (20  of  these 
being  Diphtheria  deaths).  Thus  there  has  been  a very  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  especially  so  from  Diph- 
theria, which  indicates  that  the  type  of  case  that  we  received 
was  very  much  more  severe  than  those  admitted  during  1930. 
Of  these  37  Diphtheria  deaths  22  occurred  amongst  cases  ad- 
mitted from  the  Wrexham  Rural  District,  out  of  404  cases  which 
were  admitted.  14  deaths  occurred  amongst  cases  admitted 
from  the  Borough  of  Wrexham,  thus  the  percentage  of  deaths 
was  very  much  higher  with  reference  to  the  number  of  cases 
admitted  from  the  Borough  than  that  with  reference  to  the 
number  of  ca.ses  admitted  from  the  Rural  District. 

With  reference  to  the  localities  from  which  the  cases  were 
admitted,  ,5.51  admissions  came  from  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
as  compared  with  .50.5  for  last  year,  and  of  these  404  were  Diph- 
theria cases  and  141  were  Scarlet  Fever.  220  cases  were  ad- 
mitted from  the  Borough  of  Wrexham  including  181  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  41  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  as  compared  with 
294  cases  admitted  during  1936,  which  figure  included  172 
ca.ses  of  Diphtheria  and  114  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  2 cases 
were  admitted  from  Llangollen  Urban  District  as  compared 
with  7 for  last  year.  3 were  admitted  from  Overton  Rural 
District  as  compared  with  10  for  1930,  and  49  from  Ruthin 
Rural  District  as  against  55  during  the  previous  year.  One 
case  came  from  Hiraethog,  one  from  Dolgelley  and  3 from 
Edeyrnion  Rural  District. 

Of  the  Typhoid  cases  both  came  from  the  Borough  of 
Wrexham,  though  one  of  thc.se,  admitted  from  the  Wrexham 
and  East  Denbighshire  ^^’ar  Memorial  Hospital,  came  from 
Caergwrle.  The  Para-Typhoid  case  was  admitted  from  the 
MTexham  Rural  District. 

Although  the  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital  caters  primarily 
for  the  7 Local  Authorities  who  contribute  towards  its  mainten- 
ance, cases  are  occasionally  admitted,  by  arrangement, 
and  provided  there  is  accommodation,  from  other  neigh- 
bouring local  authorities,  and  during  the  year  one  case  was 
admitted  from  Dolgelley  with  reference  to  a mentally  defective 
child  residing  in  a private  institution.  3 cases  were  admitted 
from  Edeyrnion,  the  3 being  Diphtheria  cases, 


t 

33 

I hav'e  alread}^  referred  to  the  fact  that  there  were  37  deaths 
from  Diphtheria,  and  in  addition  to  these  cpiite  a numl)er  of 
patients  were  admitted  in  a very  serious  condition,  and  one 
wonders  that  they  ever  recovered.  Every  endeavour  is  made 
to  give  every  case  the  most  modern  methods  of  treatment,  and 
it  iias  been  thouglit  advisable,  with,  in  my  opinion,  successful 
results,  to  administer  large  doses  of  anti-toxin  which  is  necessarily 
an  expensive  item  in  the  administration  charges  of  the  Hospital. 
Very  successful  results  have  been  obtained  with  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Erysipelas  cases  and  even  with  one  or  two  cases  of  Diph- 
theria, through  the  use  of  the  modern  therapeutic  agents  such 
as  p-  amino  benzene  suplhonamide  preparations,  and,  in  addition 
to  these,  nasal  and  throat  sprays  of  similar  nature  are  used. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Diphtheria  cases  admitted 
the  accommodation  for  patients  suffering  from  this  disease 
was  at  times  utilised  to  its  utmost  capacity,  and  when  the  Hospital 
became  comparative!}^  empty  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
cases  to  remain  in  for  a longer  period  than  was  previously 
arranged. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  acute  case,  upon  ad- 
mission, has  a greater  call  on  our  services  but  every  care  is  taken 
that  cases  are  not  discharged  until  they  have  been  proved  to 
be  free  from  infection  as  indicated  by  repeatedly  negative  swabs 
and,  in  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  by  the  absence  of  any  indica- 
tion of  a nasal  or  aural  complication.  Some  of  the  acutely 
affected  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  in  Hospital  for  long  periods 
even  up  to  three  or  four  months,  and  in  some  cases  even  five 
months. 

During  the  year  2,822  swabs  were  examined  as  compared 
with  2,117  during  193G.  Of  these,  539  were  positive  and  2,283 
were  negative.  Of  the  total  number  of  swabs  taken  2,002 
were  with  reference  to  cases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
and,  of  these,  434  were  po.sitive  and  1 ,028  were  negative,  380 
swabs  were  taken  by  Medical  Practitioners  residing  within  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District,  and  of  these  01  were  positive  and 
325  were  negative.  359  swabs  were  received  from  Practitioners 
in  the  Borough  of  Whexham,  and  of  these  43  were  negative. 

It  was  evident  during  the  year,  in  at  least  -one  case,  that 
the  Medical  Practitioner  relied  too  much  upon  the  result  of  the 
swab  before  diagnosing  the  case  and  allowing  it  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  I have  repeatedly  referred  to  the 
experience  that  many  a case  admitted,  after  a negative  swab 
has  been  taken,  showed  definite  signs  of  Diphtheria  and  that 
the  swab  taken  in  the  Hospital  was  positive.  It  is  necessarily 
very  much  easier  to  take  swabs  in  the  Hospital  than  in  the 
pi'ivate  home,  where  the  patient  may  be  uneasy  and  make  it 
difficult  to  take  a satisfactory  swab,  which  is  not  so  easy  a per- 
formance as  many  persons  would  imagine. 
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With  reference  to  the  nursing  staff,  one  can  only  state 
that  tlie  work  clone  by  the  Matron,  Miss  H.  M.  Davies,  and  the 
Assistant  I\latron,  Miss  Humphreys,  and  the  work  done  by 
other  members  of  the  staff  has  been  extremely  satisfactory, 
due  regard  being  paid  to  the  emergency  calls  on  their  services 
whicli  arise  from  time  to  time,  owing  to  a sudden  influx  of  patients. 
'J'lie  staff  consists  of  the  Matron,  Assistant  Matron,  three  Sisters 
for  day  duty,  one  Supervising  Sister  for  night  duty,  four  staff 
Nurses,  four  Assistant  staff  Nurses,  and  eight  Probationer 
Nurses,  and  one  must  acknowledge  that  the  clinical  experience 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  most  invaluable  in  the  training  of 
probationer  nurses. 

One  important  feature  of  the  hospital  work  is  the  fact 
that  there  is  a highly-qualified  Oto-rhino-laryngologist  in 
i\lr.  A.  U.  Aiyar,  who  attends  the  hospital  and  sees  any  condition 
of  the  ear,  nose  and  throat  that  may  require  attention,  and  I 
must  acknowledge  the  great  help  that  Mr.  Aiyar  gives  in  cases 
requiring  special  diagnosis  and  treatment. 

At  the  present  moment  the  position  as  regards  the  Isolation 
Hospital  is  in  a state  of  doubt  owing  to  the  proposals  of  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council  that  they  should  take  over  the 
hosiptal  as  an  adjunct  to  the  Croesnewydd  Institution.  This 
matter  is  still  being  discussed,  and  it  does  appear  that  the 
discussion  will  soon  reach  finality.  In  the  event  of  the  County 
Council  taking  over  the  hospital,  arrangements  would  have  to 
be  made  for  the  erection  of  a new  one  when,  it  is  hoped,  that 
due  consideration  will  be  given  to  modern  ideas  on  Hospital 
administration.  There  is  a strong  feeling  that  the  Isolation 
Hospital  should  have,  attached  to  it  or  preferably  removed 
some  distance  away,  a convalescent  home  whereby  cases,  of 
Diphtheria  especially,  may  be  allowed  to  go  for  a period  of  con- 
valescence previous  to  their  actual  discharge.  This  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  administration  of  the  Hospital,  thougli 
it  must  be  pointed  out  that,  at  the  present  time,  there  are  only 
a few,  if  any,  convalescent  homes  in  the  country  which  are 
specifically  confined  to  infectious  disease  cases  such  as  Diphtheria 
and  Scarlet  Fever. 

During  the  year  proposals  were  discussed  and  were  adopted 
by  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the  provision  of  an  additional 
Nurses’  Home,  whereby  the  sleeping  accommodation  for  the 
nurses  and  the  domestic  staff  could  be  improved,  and  there 
is  every  evidence  that  such  an  improvement  is  necessary.  These 
proposals  were  submitted  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  who 
would  not  agree  to  their  being  carried  out  owing  to  the  fact 
that,  in  all  probabilit\q  the  hospital  would  be  taken  over  by  the 
Denbighshire  County  Council  and  a new  Isolation  Hospital 
constructed. 
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Isolation  Hospital  Report  for  year  ending  December  31st,  1937 

Particulars  of  Admissions,  Discharges,  etc. 
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Keinaining  in  Hospital  31st  December,  1931). 

Scarlet  Fever  12... 

()  . 

. . •>  . . 

. (1  .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. u .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 21 

Diphtheria 35... 

12  ., 

,.  0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 53 

Influenza  & Pneumonia  ...  0... 

0 . 

..  0 .. 

. (t  .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 0 .. 

. 1 ., 

,.  0 .. 

,.  0 .. 

. 1 

Total 

. 47... 

18  ...  3 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

1 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  75 

Admitted  during  the 

year. 

Scarlet  Fever  

. 141... 

41  ...  0 .. 

2 . . . 

2 

.15  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

1 

...  0 

...202 

Diphtheria  

..  404... 

181  ...  1 .. 

. 0 ... 

2 

.32 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  3 

...023 

Typhoid  Fever 

0... 

2 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 9 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  

1... 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Erysipelas  

1 ...  1 .. 

. 1 ... 

0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

Tonsillitis  

0... 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 1 ... 

1 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

2 

-Measles  

0... 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 1 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Colitis  

9 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

2 

Xeuroligioma  Lt.  Temp... 

0... 

1 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Pneumonia  

1... 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Total 

. 551... 

220  ...  2 .. 

. 3 ... 

4 . 

..49  ... 

1 ... 

0 ... 

1 

...  3 

...840 

Discharged  during 

the  year 

Scarlet  P'ever  

. 132... 

41  ...  3 . 

. 2 ... 

9 

..15  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

1 

...  0 

...190 

Diphtheria  

. 392... 

108  ...  1 . 

. 0 ... 

2 

..30  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  1 

...000 

Typhoid  Fever 

0... 

2 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

Para-Tyi^hoid  Fever  

1... 

0 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Ervsipelas  

9 

0 ...  1 . 

. 1 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  4 

Tonsillitis 

0 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

c»  ... 

0 

...  0 

...  9 

Measles  

0 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  1 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

Colitis  

9 

0 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  0 

2 

Total  

. 529... 

211  ...  5 .. 

. 3 ... 

4 . 

..52  ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

1 

...  1 

...800 

Remaining  in  Hospital  31st  December, 

1937. 

Scarlet  Fever  

..  20... 

0 ...  0 . 

. 0 ... 

0 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

u 

...  0 

...  20 

Diphtheria  

. 25... 

11  ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  1 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

9 

...  39 

Erysipelas 

. b... 

1 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

0 

...  9 

...  1 

Tonsillitis  

0... 

0 ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

..  1 ... 

1 ... 

(•  ... 

0 

...  0 

9 

Total  

. 45... 

18  ...  0 .. 

. 0 ... 

0 . 

2 

1 ... 

0 ... 

0 

2 

...  08 

Deaths  in  Hospital  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever  

1... 

9 .. 

9 

...  9 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

9 ... 

9 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

1 

Diphtheria  

22... 

14  .. 

9 

...  9 

...  9 ... 

1 ... 

0 ... 

9 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

37 

Influenza  & Pneumonia.. 

0... 

9 .. 

9 

...  9 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

9 ... 

1 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

1 

Pneumonia  

1... 

0 .. 

0 

...  0 

...  0 ... 

0 ... 

0 ... 

9 

...  9 ... 

9 ... 

1 

Neuroligioma  Lt.  Temp.... 

0... 

1 .. 

0 

...  9 

...  0 ... 
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0 ... 

9 
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1 

Total  
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1 

...  0 ... 
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TABLE  X.  Removed  to  the  Isolation 

Hospital 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Motor  Ambulance  travelled  a distance  of  miles 

during  the  year,  as  against  1."),‘):17  miles  in  I'Jlh!. 

Disinfection  of  Infected  Clothing. 

During  the  year  the  following  articles  were  disinfected  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  viz;  — 

From  Private  Houses  : — Sheets  7 ; Pillow  Cases  (i ; Bed 
Spreads  o ; Blankets  218;  Mattresses  lO  ; Other  Clothing  and 
Articles  80  ; Pillows  51  ; Beds  10  ; Bolsters  7 ; Counterpanes  8. 

From  Isolation  Hospital: — Beds  and  Mattresses  582 ; Pillows 
n.'H  ; and  all  Patients’  Clothing  upon  discharge. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Facilities  are  available  for  bacteriological  examinations  as 
follows : — 

(1) .  Isolation Hospit.vl  Laboratory.  For  Diphtheria  swabs. 

This  is  the  only  public  laboratory  in  the  County  of 
Denbighshire. 

(2) .  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association.  Examination 

of  sputa  in  Tuberculosis  cases.  The  laboratory  is 
situated  in  Cardiff. 

(3) .  The  examination  of  blood  serum  in  cases  of  Typhoid 

Fever  is  undertaken  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  London. 

(4.)  Samples  of  milk  are  sent  for  examination  to  the 

Pathological  Laboratory,  Chester  Royal  Infirmary, 
or  to  the  Pathological  Laboratory  at  the  Wrexham 
and  East  Denbighshire  War  Memorial  Hospital,  and 
the  University  College  of  North  Wales,  Bangor. 

(5).  Samples  of  water  for  chemical  and  bacteriological 

analysis  and  serum  for  widal  investigation  are  sent 
to  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London. 

There  are  no  facilities  in  Wrexham  and  District  for  the  exam- 
ination of  pathological  material  other  than  bacteriological,  except 
where  such  is  undertaken  at  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
War  Memorial  Hospital  by  Mr.  Ellis,  or  by  Dr.  Grace  at  the 
Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  from  the  Isolation  Hospital 
to  Medical  Practitioners  on  demand. 


Work  done  at  the  Isolation 

Hospital 

Laboratory 

during 

year  1937. 

Positive 

Negative 

Total 

Throat  swabs  submitted  by 

Doctors  ... 

105 

055 

700 

Throat  swabs  of  Hospital 

Patients  ... 

434 

1028 

2002 

Totals  531) 


2283 


2822 
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Tuberculosis  Centre. 

Tlie  Consultation  Clinic  under  the  control  of  the  King 
Edward  VII.  Welsh  National  Memorial  y\ssociation  is  situated 
in  Temple  Row,  Wrexham.  The  centre  is  open  for  cases  from 
the  district  on  two  days  a week,  though  appointments  may  be 
made  at  other  times. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Disease  is  now 
undertaken  by  the  Denbighshire  County  Council,  through  a 
Clinic  opened  at  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 
IMemorial  Hospital. 

Day  Nurseries  and  School  Clinics. 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  or  School  Clinics  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Wrexham. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  There  are  Beds  available  for  Wrexham 
and  District  cases  in  the  Sanatoria  of  the  King  Edward  VII. 
Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  at  Talgarth  (men)  ; Llan- 
gwyfan  (women  and  children)  ; and  Meadowslea  Hospital. 
Llangwyfan  (pulmonary — women  only;  non-pulmonary — men, 
women  and  children. 

The  surgical  and  Orthopaedic  treatment  of  Tubercidosis  is 
attended  to  at  the  Llangwyfan  Sanitorium. 

(2)  Infectious  Dise.^ses.  The  treatment  of  infectious 
Diseases  is  carried  out  at  the  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital 
w'hich  is  the  property  of  the  Wrexham  Rural  District  Council. 
It  is  administered  by  a Joint  Committee  of  Representatives 
of  the  following  local  authorities,  viz  ; Wrexham  Rural  District 
Council,  Wrexham  Borough  Council,  Llangollen  ITban  District 
Council,  Overton  Rural  District  Council,  Hiracthog  Rural 
District  Council,  Ruthin  Borough  Council  and  the  Ruthin 
Rural  District  Council,  for  all  of  which  authorities  beds  are 
allotted. 

Based  on  the  Ministry  of  Health  Regulations  as  to  cubicle 
space  per  bed,  there  is  accommodation  for  92  beds,  and  there 
are  also  12  cots. 

(3)  General.  [a)  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 

Memorial  Hospital,  137  beds. 

{b)  Croesnewydd  Hospital  (under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Denbighshire  County 
Council),  KiSbeds;  and  4 cots. 

(4) .  Maternity,  Ruabon  Maternity  Hospital,  12  beds. 
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(5) .  Small  Pox.  A Hospital  for  the  isolation  and  treat- 
ment of  small-pox  cases  is  situated  at  Rliydtalog  in  the  County 
of  Flint  under  the  administration  of  Denbighshire  County 
Council.  12  beds. 

(6) .  Orthopaedic.  The  diagnosis  and  after-care  treatment 
of  Orthopaedic  Cases  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Health  Clinic. 
Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  supplemented  by  Institutional  treat- 
ment at  the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Gobowen,  in  conjunction 
with  which  there  has  been  formed  the  Denbighshire  Voluntary 
Orthopaedic  Association  which  has  done  excellent  work  in 
providing  treatment  and  admission  to  the  Hospital. 

(7) .  An  Artificial  Light  Clinic  has  been  established  at  the 
Local  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

(8) .  There  are  3 Private  Nursing  Homes  in  the  area,  2 of 
which  at  least  take  in  ]\Iaternity  cases. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  Infectious  Cases.  Two  motor  ambulances  attached 
to  the  Wrexham  Isolation  Hospital.  Whenever  the  ambulances 
are  required  for  the  removal  of  cases  to  the  hospital  they  arc 
available. 

(2)  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  Two  motor 
ambulances  attached  to  the  local  branch  of  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Corps  are  available  in  cases  of  accident  and  the 
transport  of  all  non-infectious  cases  to  the  general  hospitals 
in  the  district. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  WREXHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  T.  P.  Edwards,  holds 
the  appointments  of  M.O.H.  for  the  Wrexham  Rural  District 
Council,  ]\Iedical  Superintendent  of  the  Isolation  Hos})ital,  and 
is  also  appointed  as  the  School  iMedical  Officer  for  the  Borough 
of  Wrexham.  All  his  duties  make  a full-time  appointment. 

Sanitary  Inspectors. 

i\Ir.  D.  Thomas  is  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  there 
are  four  divisional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  namely,  Mr.  T.  Owen 
Jones  for  the  Northern  Division,  Mr.  H.  Cecil  D.  Jones  for  the 
Southern  Division,  Mr.  Stanley  Davies  for  the  Eastern  Division, 
and  i\Ir.  John  Evans  for  the  Western  Division. 

Temporary  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I stated  that  one  of  our  pupils 
was  successful  in  gaining  his  certificate  qualifying  him  as  a Sanitary 
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Inspector,  and  this  year  I am  still  pleased  to  rc])ort  that  he 
has  since  passed  the  i\Ieat  Inspectors’  Examination  of  the  Uni\'er- 
sity  of  Liverpool.  He  is  now  studying  for  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  Meat  Certificate. 

He  has  been  appointed  as  a temporary  assistant  sanitary 
inspector  and  he  assists  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  with 
reference  to  the  detailed  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing 
Act,  lOdB,  with  special  refei'ence  to  Clearance  Areas  and  In- 
(li\idual  Unfit  Houses.  I need  hardly  state  that  he  is  very 
efficient  and  enthusiastic  about  his  work. 

Pupils. 

At  the  present  moment  there  are  three  pupils  engaged 
in  the  Public  Health  Department,  two  of  which  have,  in  19.‘hS, 
succeeded  in  gaining  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  P)Oard.  They  are 
being  allowed  to  remain  on  the  Staff  pending  their  obtaining 
a suitrd'lc  appointment  under  another  Local  Authority. 


SUMMARY  OF 
NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Hospital  and  other  Institutions  available  for  the  District. 
Professional  Nursing. 

{a)  General.  Voluntarj’  Nursing  Associations  are  estab- 
lished in  the  larger  Parishes  of  the  District  with  the  object  of 
providing  one  or  more  Nurses  for  the  home  visiting  of  the  sick, 
infectious  cases  being  excluded.  The  areas  possessing  Voluntary 
Nursing  Associations  with  the  number  of  Nurses  employed  by  each 


is  as  follows  : — 

Prymbo 

2 

Holt 

1 

Proughton  ... 

2 

Llay 

2 

Pwlchgwyn 

1 

Penycac  ... 

1 

Cefn  ... 

2 

Rhos 

1 

Coedpoctli  and  Minera 

1 

Rossett 

1 

Esclusham  Below  ... 

1 

Ruabon 

1 

Gwersyllt 

1 

'I'rcfor,  Garth  and 

Gresford 

i 

Froncysylltc 

1 

IMarchwicl  ... 

1 

{b)  Infectious  Diseases.  There  arc  no  arrangements, 
either  voluntary  or  official  for  the  Nursing  of  cases  of  Infectious 
disease  in  the  home,  except  as  may  be  decided  in  emergencies  by 
the  District  Council. 
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Midwives. 

There  are  44  midwives  practising  in  the  Rural  District.  They 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Dcnbighsliirc  County  Council. 

Health  Visitors. 

There  are  7 Health  Visitors  and  one  School  Clinic  Nurse 
employed  in  the  Rural  District  on  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
and  School  Medical  work.  They  are  appointed  and  are  under 
the  control  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council. 


CLINICS  & TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

These  are  established  at  the  following  villages  in  the  Rural 
District  of  M'rexham,  viz  ; — 

Brymbo.  Coedpoeth.  Rhos. 

Broughton.  Llay.  Southsea. 

Cefn.  Rhosrobin.  Rhostyllen. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

These  are  established  in  the  Parish  of  Rhos  and  Cefn, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supplies. 

There  are  many  undertakings  for  the  supply  of  water  in 
our  area.  There  are  four  Water  Companies,  one  Town  Trust, 
and  two  other  supplies  provided  by  the  Council,  so  that  in  a 
discussion  of  this  nature,  in  respect  to  our  area,  the  matter  is 
a complicated  one. 

During  the  year  24  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  towards 
the  end  of  the  t'ear  discussions  arose  with  reference  to  the  number 
of  samples  taken,  especially  in  view  of  the  Croydon  Water  Report, 
and  we  have  been  asked  to  take  further  samples,  as  far  as  it 
is  possible,  and  this  is  being  done  this  year.  Certain  diffi- 
culties arise  from  time  to  time  with  reference  to  the  arrange- 
ments for  taking  these  samples,  and  it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  Rural  District  covers  a large  acreage,  and  taking  samples 
of  water  generally  means  that  the  whole  morning  or  afternoon 
has  to  be  engaged  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  we  had  periods  of  prolonged  lack  of  rain 
especially  between  the  months  of  July  and  October,  and  un- 
doubtedly the  resources  of  the  area  are  severely  tasked  when- 
ever any  prolonged  shortage  of  rain  occurs,  though  it  has  to 
be  remembered  that  certain  areas  are  dependant  on  underground 
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slreains  wliich  have  given  satisfaetory  supplies  of  water  and, 
in  one  area  at  least,  a large  amount  of  water  from  such  sources 
runs  waste.  In  my  opinion  this  bears  out  what  I have  already 
stated  in  past  reports  as  to  the  advisability  of  some  form  of 
co-operation  between  the  various  undertakings  and,  undoubtedly 
the  water  supply  of  the  District  would  be  very  much  helped 
were  all  the  undertakings  under  one  ownership.  Certain  of 
the  companies  are  not  in  a financial  position  to  undertake  what 
may  be  regarded  as  necessary  extensions  to  their  storage  facilities, 
and  this  is  the  special  case  in  Cefn. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  taken,  four  were  taken 
from  the  various  Water  Companies,  one  from  the  Holt  Town 
Trust,  and  a certain  few  were  taken  with  reference  to  the  farming 
industry  especially  in  relation  to  applications  for  licences  for 
accredited  milk.  Other  samples  were  taken  from  various 
sources  with  reference  to  the  provision  of  improved  supplies 
of  water  for  areas  which  require  an  adequate  supply  for  their 
needs,  such  as  Pentre  Dwfr  and  Erbistock. 

Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  during  the  year  and  it  was 
found  to  be  of  an  exceptionally  satisfactory  state  of  purity  with 
a total  absence  of  pollution,  and  an  extremely  low  bacteriological 
count.  As  indicated  in  my  Report  for  1936,  the  Company 
are  busily  engaged  in  carrying  out  extensions  to  their  storage 
arrangements  and  at  the  same  time  obtaining  an  additional 
amount  of  water  from  Pant  Glas.  This  is  being  done  in  colla- 
boration with  the  Ruabon  Water  Company,  seeing  that  this 
source  of  supply  is  within  their  catchment  area.  When  these 
extensions  are  complete  any  excess  supply  of  water  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Wrexham  Water  Company’s  reservoir  at  Ty 
]\fawr. 

I understand  that  this  Company  is  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  a site  on  which  bungalows  are  erected  near  Plas 
Drain,  with  a view  of  avoiding  any  possible  pollution  of  their 
supply.  The  position  in  this  area  is  complicated  by  the  fact 
that,  at  certain  times  during  the  year,  especiall}'  in  the  summer, 
a large  number  of  people  visit  this  locality  for  recreational 
purposes  and  unless  extraordinary  measures  are  taken,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  certain  forms  of  pollution. 

Brymbo  Water  Company. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  and  the  Analyst’s  report 
indicates  that  the  water  may  be  safely  used  for  drinking  pur- 
poses, though  there  is  evidence  of  a mild  form  of  pollution  with 
a special  reference  to  the  presence  of  B.  Coli. 
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During  the  year  extensive  road  works  have  taken  place 
in  the  locality  of  Broughton  with  the  intention  of  widening 
important  main  roads,  and  during  these  operations  it  was 
found  necessary  to  expose  the  water  mains  in  this  area  and  these 
were  found  to  be  in  an  extremel}'  unsatisfactory  condition  in 
that  they  were  badly  corroded,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  new  service  pipes  were  laid  in  their  place. 

Complaints  arise  from  time  to  time  with  reference  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  supply  of  this  Company,  and  the  reason 
given  is  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  service  pipes,  fn  certain 
localities  the  pressure  is  extremely  low  and  f am  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  attention  of  the  Brymbo  Water  Company  has 
been  drawn,  during  past  years,  to  the  necessity  of  improving 
the  service  mains  in  their  area.  In  one  parish,  however,  com- 
plaints were  made  to  the  Company  who  exposed  their  mains 
and  found  that  they  were  in  a satisfactory  condition,  but  that 
the  trouble  arose  between  their  mains  and  the  properties 
concerned. 

This  Company  has,  on  the  whole,  a satisfactoiy  supply  of 
water  from  mountain  sources  and  except  in  a period  of  pro- 
longed drought  the}'  appear  to  have  sufficient  for  their  services. 

Ruabon  Water  Company. 

One  sample  was  taken  from  the  Ruabon  Water  Company 
and  the  Analyst’s  Report  was  most  interesting,  indicating 
the  presence  of  anomalous  bacteriological  findings  which  do 
not  arise  so  much  from  sewage  pollution  as  from  temporary 
disturbances  of  the  filters  although,  as  the  Analyst  states,  the 
low  counts  are  against  this  submission. 

This  Company  supplies  a very  important  residential  area 
including  important  industrial  concerns  and  there  is,  at  the 
present  moment,  a large  amount  of  building  development 
taking  place  in  their  area  of  supply.  Large  numbers  of  Council 
Houses  are  being  erected  with  a special  reference  to  Slum 
Clearance  and  in  addition  to  these  there  is  a certain  number 
of  houses  built  by  Priv'ate  Enterprise.  All  these  developments 
indicate  that  the  Company  should  be  alive  to  the  nccessitv  of 
providing  an  adequate  supply  of  water,  seeing  that  the  new 
Council  Houses  contain  bathrooms  which  were  not  in  existence 
in  the  condemned  houses  which  are  now  in  the  process  of  demo- 
lition. This  matter  has  been  discussed  with  the  officials  of  the 
company  and  although  it  was  suggested  that  indications  pointed 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  advisable,  if  not  necessary,  to  construct 
further  reservoirs  at  higher  altitudes  than  the  present  ones, 
the  answer  was  that  the  Company  are  not  in  a financial  position 
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to  embark  u|X)ii  any  siidi  amI)i(iou.s  schemes.  One  important 
jHjint  in  this  area  is  tlic  fact  that  a certain  perccntaf^c  of  tlie 
])roperties  are  situated  in  tlie  higher  parts,  and  in  tliis  locality 
there  is  definite  evidence  of  a lack  of  l:cad  of  water  which  occa- 
sionally gives  rise  to  great  inconvenience  to  the  consumers. 

I need  hardly  stress  the  point  that  the  valley  above  the 
two  present  reservoirs  lends  itself  admirably  to  the  construction 
of  a new  reservoir,  and  this  would  at  least  give  additional  storage 
capacity  which  is  necessary  not  only  in  times  of  drought  hut 
al-so  due  to  the  increase  of  housing  developments,  and  con.sequently 
the  additional  demands  for  water. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  certain  complaints  were 
received  hut  it  was  not  found  possible  to  take  a sample  of  water 
until  the  early  weeks  of  January,  1938. 

Gefn  Water  Company. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  Cefn,  during  the  year, 
and  showed  evidence  of  some  vegetable  pollution  though  the 
bacteriological  findings  indicate  no  excremental  organisms : 
according  to  the  analysis  the  water  is  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

During  the  year  a large  amount  of  discussion  took  place 
with  reference  to  this  Water  Compan}%  especially  when  they 
informed  the  Council  that  they  were  no  longer  agreeable  to  the 
old  terms  mentioned  some  years  ago  for  the  purchase  of  their 
undertakings,  and  consequently  it  would  be  necessary  to  enter 
into  fresh  negotiations  should  the  Council  still  desire  to  take 
possession  of  same. 

The  supply  of  water  comes  from  two  sources,  namely, 
mountmn  water  from  Cefn  y Fedw,  where  there  is  a small  collect- 
ing reservoir  which  could  be  improved  due  to  the  fact  that  a 
certain  amount  of  water  is  lost  by  percolation  through  the  re- 
taining wall,  and  also  from  streams  which  enter  two  reservoirs 
situated  in  a wood}^  dell,  which  is  consequently  a source  of 
vegetable  pollution  especially  when  the  leaves  fall  in  the  Autumn. 

'I'he  (piestion  of  purchasing  this  Company’s  undertakings 
has  been  before  the  Council  for  man}''  years,  and  although 
resolutions  have  been  passed  approving  the  principle  of  pur- 
chasing, no  definite  conclusions  have  been  arrived  at  to  complete 
tlie  necessary  negotiations.  It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
were  the  Council  to  take  over  this  Company,  a large  amount 
of  work  would  be  necessary  for  the  provision  of  better  collecting 
and  storing  facilities,  and  it  would  also  be  found  necessary  to 
consider  tlie  re-modernising  of  the  water  mains,  especially  in 
the  Parish  of  Cefn. 
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The  Cefn  Water  Company  was  formed  in  the  mid-years 
of  the  lUth  century  and  the  cJiaryes  are  based  on  an  Act  of 
Tarliament  and  are  absurdly  low  altliongli  1 am  given  to  under- 
stand that  the  inhabitants  of  this  area  would  not  be  averse 
to  an  increase  in  the  rates,  ])ro\-ided  a more  satisfactory  supply 
of  water  could  be  obtained.  The  position  of  this  Com})any 
was  made  more  serions  during  the  Antnmn  owing  to  the  pro- 
longed drought,  and  were  this  Company  to  be  taken  over  by 
the  District  Council  additional  sources  of  supply  would  be 
available  from  the  Oerog  Springs  which,  to  a great  extent 
run  to  waste.  This  supply  of  water  comes  from  an  under- 
ground stream  and  runs  continuall}^  even  during  a drought. 
At  the  present  moment  this  water  is  pumped  to  the  top  of  the 
Garth  Hill  for  the  supph-  of  the  Garth  village  and  it  is  thought 
that  with  very  little  expense  the  water  could  be  diverted  from 
the  top  of  the  Garth  mountain  to  the  Cefn  Water  supply. 
Naturally  this  could  only  take  place  if  the  Cefn  Water  ComjDany 
was  taken  over  by  the  Council  or,  alternatively,  by  mutual 
arrangements  between  these  two  parties. 

Complaints  have  been  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with 
reference  to  this  water  supply,  and  arrangements  are  now  being 
made  for  the  more  frequent  sampling  of  water  in  this  area. 
It  may  be  pointed  out  here  that  when  we  take  samples  we  do 
not  always  take  them  from  the  same  locality  seeing  that  all 
the  areas  supplied  by  this  \Vater  Company  are  examined  periodic- 
ally and  in  their  turn,  though  every  endeavour  is  made  to  collect 
samples  from  the  more  thickly  populated  parts  of  the  area. 

Holt  Town  Trust. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  Holt  Town  Trust 
Water  Supply  and  although  there  was  a certain  amount  of  black 
deposit  with  the  presence  of  algae  and  flagellates,  the  water 
was  found  to  be  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  bacterial  count  count  is  extremely  low  and  shows  the 
absence  of  the  usual  forms  of  pollution.  The  water,  as  is  usual 
is  extremely  hard,  there  being  27.5  parts  per  100,000  of 
temporary  hardness. 

Complaints  have  reached  us  lately  of  the  insufficiency 
of  the  supply  of  water  and  this  is  being  found  due  to  the  deposit 
of  lime  in  the  service  pipes.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  supply 
of  water  is  available  for  the  Commonwood  area,  where  there 
are  quite  a number  of  houses  with  a totally  inadequate  supply 
and  this  has  been  referred  to  on  many  occasions  in  the  past, 
and  it  does  appear  to  be  a feasible  plan  to  obtain  the  necessary 
supply  of  wholesome  water  from  the  Holt  Town  Trust  supply 
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or,  alternatively,  by  extending  the  area  of  snpjdyof  the  Wrexham 
and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company  into  this  loealit}'.  It 
is  hard  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  depend  on  the  jn'esent  re- 
sources, and  there  is  an  urgent  need  that  this  matter  should 
be  taken  up  with  all  seriousness. 

/Vt  the  present  moment  there  is  no  sewerage  scheme  in 
existence  in  the  Parish  of  Holt  and  although  such  a scheme 
would  increase  the  amenities  of  this  area  it  would  also  necessarily 
indicate  the  vital  importance  and  urgency  of  a greater  supply 
of  water. 

Garth  Water  Supply. 

I have  already  indicated  that  this  supply  of  water  is  obtained 
from  the  outlet  of  an  underground  river  in  the  Oerog  Springs, 
from  which  locality  the  water  is  pumped  by  means  of  hydraulic 
pressure  to  a height  of  approximately  1,(XI0  feet  above  sea  level, 
whereas  the  Oerog  Springs  are  only  about  400  feet  above  sea 
level,  thus  there  is  a rise  of  about  600  feet. 

The  water  shows  evidence  of  a certain  amount  of  pollution 
but  is  reasonably  safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

Froncysyllte  Water  Supply. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  during  the  }’ear,  and  it 
contained  a certain  amount  of  vegetable  matter  though  the 
bacterial  count  findings  do  not  suggest  sewage  pollution,  and 
the  water  can  be  regarded  as  reasonably  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

With  reference  to  this  area,  discussions  arise  from  time  to 
time  with  regard  to  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Penygraig  area, 
but  in  all  probability  an  extensive  Slum  Clearance  programme 
will  be  applied  to  this  locality  within  the  next  year  or  two  and 
the  Parish  Council  has  been  advised  to  that  effect. 

Pentre-Dwfr  Water  Supply  (Parish  of  Llantysilio). 

The  question  of  providing  a satisfactory  siqiply  of  water 
to  Pentre  Dwfr  Hamlet  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year, 
though  up  to  the  present  no  satisfactory  arrangements  have 
been  arrived  at. 

C)ne  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a spring,  which  is 
u.sed  by  the  inhabitants,  and  was  found  to  be  of  an  excej)tionally 
good  state  of  purity. 
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Proposals  wore  i^iit  forward,  during  the  year,  that  certain 
works  should  be  constructed  in  this  locality  with  a \‘icw  to  making 
it  easier  for  the  inhabitants  to  obtain  their  supi)l\-  of  water, 
and  negotiations  took  i)lace  with  the  owner  of  tlie  property 
on  which  this  spring  is  situated  but,  up  to  the  present,  no  satis- 
factory agreement  has  been  arrived  at.  Other  schemes  have 
been  put  forward  in  past  years  but  undoubtedh^  the  scheme 
now  recommended  would  be  very  much  cheaper  for  the  Council 
and  would  appear  to  be  a suitable  one  for  the  locality  at  the 
same  time. 

Bryn  Ddol  Water  Supply  (Parish  of  Llantysilio). 

A large  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  this  area 
with  reference  to  a Survey  for  the  provision  of  the  needs  of  this 
Hamlet.  During  the  year  no  samples  of  water  were  taken, 
although  the  Engineer’s  Department  and  the  Public  Health 
Officials  were  engaged  in  detailed  work  with  reference  to  a 
satisfactory  scheme  being  adopted  in  order  to  establish  a whole- 
some water  supply  for  this  locality.  The  matter  is  a complicated 
one  in  that  there  are  three  or  four  different  sources  of  supply 
which  could  be  utilised,  but  most  of  them  would  require  the 
laying  down  of  lengthy  mains  to  suppl}/  a few  houses. 

Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the  Edeyrnion  Rural 
District  Council  for  a supply  of  water  from  their  resources  in 
Clyn  D}Trdw3-,  but  the  terms  offered  are  not  in  all  respects 
satisfactory^  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  scheme  would  be 
satisfactory  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  locality  in  times  of  drought. 

The  j)resent  scheme  under  discussion  is  to  obtain  a supply 
of  water  from  the  Cocci  Drwg  stream  which,  however,  is  liable 
to  pollution  in  its  usual  reaches  from  certain  farms,  and  it  would 
be  too  great  a financial  burden  to  discuss  the  possibility  of  build- 
ing a reservoir  above  these  farms  owing  to  the  unreasonable 
length  of  piping  which  would  be  required. 

Isycoed  Water  Supply. 

i'hree  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
two  farms,  and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

During  the  v^ear  a Survey  was  made  of  this  area  by  the  Public 
Health  officials  and  from  the  information  received  it  seems 
that  there  are  a large  number  of  persons  agreeable  to  a scheme 
being  established  in  this  area  for  the  supply  of  water.  Certain 
proi)osals  have  been  submitted  by  the  Wrexham  and  East 
Denbighshire  Water  Company  which  are  an  amendment  to 
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the  former  ones,  and  wliidi  wcnild  lesnlt  in  the  substantial 
leduclion  in  the  cost  of  this  sdieme.  'these  proj)osals  are  bein^ 
sninnitted  to  the  I)enl)ig]ishii'e  County  Council  with  a view' 
of  a grant  being  oljtained,  and  it  is  to  be  liopcd  that  tliis  matin', 
wliidi  lias  been  discu.ssed  for  sudi  a lengthy  period,  will  receive 
finality  especially  in  view  of  repeated  communications  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  on  this  matter,  ffaving  completed 
the  Sinwey,  the  divisional  Sanitary  Inspector  reported  that 
(13  owners  have  definitely  agreed  to  the  adoption  of  a scheme 

Abenbury  Water  Supply. 

The  attention  of  tlie  Public  Health  Officials  has  been  drawn 
to  the  necessity  of  obtaining  a more  satisfactory  supply  of  water 
to  a certain  farm  in  this  parish,  and  in  this  connection  tw'o  samples 
of  water  were  taken  during  the  }'ear. 

'I'he  first  sample  was  taken  during  September  and  showed 
the  presence  of  a considerable  number  of  excremental  organisms 
probably  due  to  sewage  contamination.  'Fhe  second  sample 
was  taken  after  certain  improvements  had  been  affected.  'I'liis 
sample  showed  that  the  excremental  organisms  were  still  jircsent 
and  that  the  water  could  not  be  regaided  as  reasonabh’  safe 
for  drinking  purposes. 

'hhis  matter  has  received,  and  still  is  j'eceixing  attention, 
and  discussions  are  taking  place  between  the  Council  and  tne 
owner  of  the  - affected  piroperty. 

Allington  Water  Supply. 

(Dne  sample  of  water  w-as  taken  from  this  parish  with  reference 
to  an  application  for  a licence  for  the  ]iroduction  of  Accredited 
Milk,  and  it  was  found  that  bacteriologically  the  water  was  nut 
(piite  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Eyton  Water  Supply. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  a well  in  this  locality 
and  showed  signs  of  pollution. 

'I'his  matter  is  receiving  attention. 

World’s  End,  Llantysilio  Water  Supply. 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  during  the  year  from  the  .Manor 
House,  World’s  End  and  showed  some  excremental  puliution. 
This  sample  of  water  was  taken  w'ith  reference  to  an  outbreak 
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of  Tonsillitis  amon.erst  the  inhabitants  of  these  houses,  and  the 
clinical  condition  was  that  of  haemolytic  strc])tococciis.  'I'he 
water  did  not  gi^•e  e\’idencc  of  the  ])rcscnce  of  haemolytic 
streptococci. 

It  was  subsetpiently  found  that  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
was,  in  all  probability,  due  to  the  cleaning  out  of  agricultural 
buildings.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  al- 
though the  houses  themselves  are  in  our  District,  the  water 
supply  immediately  behind  them  is  situated  in  the  Ruthin 
Rural  District,  although  it  is  situated  on  our  side  of  the  water 
shed. 

Bersham  Water  Supply. 

A complaint  was  received  during  the  year  that  scholars 
attending  the  Elementary  School  near  Bersham  were  in  the 
habit  of  using  a spout,  situated  opposite  to  the  School  for 
drinking  purposes  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  suggested 
that  this  spout  was  not  a suitable  source  for  the  supply  of  water. 

A sample  of  water  was  taken  and  the  water  could  not  be 
regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory  for  drinking.  Arrangements 
have  been  made  whereby  this  spout  has  been  closed,  and  special 
emphasis  was  stressed,  through  the  Head  Teacher,  that  this 
water  should  not  be  used  by  the  scholars. 

Erbistock  Water  Supply. 

A large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this  area  with 
reference  to  the  proposal  to  supply  an  adequate  supply  of  water 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  and  one  sample  of  water  was 
taken  from  Manley  Hall,  Erbistock,  and  it  was  found  that  this 
water  was  contaminated.  Alternative  proposals  were  made 
to  the  Health  Committee  and  they  have  been  adopted  : it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  mattei  will  be  settled  in  the  near  future. 

An  interesting  point  arose  in  this  connection  with  reference 
to  the  proposed  e.xtension  of  the  present  cemetery  in  this  Parish. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  certain  aged  persons  were  reaching 
the  termination  of  their  worldly  career  it  was  found  necessary 
to  make  an  application  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  an  ex- 
tension of  the  cemetery.  During  a visit  of  an  Inspector  for  the 
i\linistry  it  was  pointed  out  that  in  the  close  proximit\^  (in  fact 
contiguity)  to  the  cemetery  there  was  an  inn  which  w’as  very 
much  frequented  by  visitors  during  the  summer  months.  The 
water  supply  for  this  inn  is  obtained  from  a well  situated  on  the 
banks  of  the  River  Dee,  and  in  such  a position  that  it  is  com- 
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plctcly  covered  over  during  flood  time.  This  well  has  been 
cleaned  out,  and  during  the  ))rocess  of  cleaning  it  out  it  was 
found  that  the  water,  entering  this  well,  percolated  through 
the  sandstone  from  the  river. 

A very  unsatisfactor}'  feature  discovered  was  the  fact  that 
the  drainage  from  the  Boat  Inn  entered  the  river  at  a higher 
level  than  the  position  of  the  well,  so  that  there  was  every 
condition  present  for  its  possible  pollution.  When  this  matter 
was  discussed  with  the  Inspector,  he  stated  that  there  was  a remote 
possibility  of  the  water  supply  to  the  inn  being  polluted  from  the 
new  extension,  when  in  use,  and  for  this  reason  sanction  for 
this  extension  has  been  delayed  pending  arrangements  being 
made  for  an  alternative  supply  of  water  being  obtained  for 
the  inn. 

Since  the  Inspector’s  visit  a firm  of  W’ater  Engineers  has 
undertaken  to  bore  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  although  a supplv 
of  water  was  obtained  it  was  found  impossible  to  obtain  a supply 
of  water  when  we  visited  the  area  for  testing  purposes,  and  it 
was  also  found  that  when  the  level  of  the  river  water  fell  during 
a period  of  drought  the  water  in  the  well  also  diminished. 

At  the  present  moment  no  satisfactory  solution  to  this 
problem  has  been  obtained,  though  it  is  still  under  consideration 
in  view  of  its  urgency. 


ANALYST’S  REMARKS. 


With  Reference  to  the  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis 
given  in  the  two  following  pages. 

Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  Water  Company. 

The  chemical  results  arc  quite  satisfactory  and  the  bac- 
tcrinloi,dcal  examination  shows  that  the  water  is  of  a high  degree 
of  bacterial  purity. 

Judged  by  this  examination  the  water  is  excellent  for 
drinking  pur])oses. 

Brymbo  Water  Company. 

The  results  are  not  quite  so  satisfactory  as  sample  No. 
29205/193(1,  but  taking  the  examination  as  a whole  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  water  may  be  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

Ruabon  Water  Company. 

The  chemical  results  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

With  regard  to-  the  somewhat  anomalous  bacteriological 
findings  we  do  not  think  that  the  result  is  due  to  sewage  pollution 
as  such,  but  should  be  more  inclined  to  suggest  some  tem- 
porary disturbance  of  the  filters,  although  the  low  counts  are 
against  this.  The  presence  of  E.  Coli  aerogenes  is  not  so  sig- 
nificant as  the  allied  communis  type  and  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  combined  result  the  water  may  be  used  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Cefn  Water  Company. 

'lire  sample  contains  a small  amount  of  vegetable  matter 
in  suspension  which  would  account  for  the  high  figure  for 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  and  Oxygen  absorbed. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  no  excrcmental 
organisms,  and  the  water  is  safe  for  drinking  purpo.ses. 

Holt  Town  Trust. 

There  is  a good  deal  of  heavy  black  deposit  in  the  water 
consisting  of  earthy  matter,  sand,  a few  flagellates,  algae  and 
bacteria. 

Apart  from  the  suspended  matter  the  water  is  satisfactory 
for  drinking  purposes. 
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Manley  Hall 
Erbistock 

Parts  per 
100,000 

1-*  Vj  JO  rn  X -H  / XV 

CO  ^ '>\  d A ^ 1=  c ^ CO  oi 

Bersham 

Spout 

Parts  per 
100,000 

38.5 

2.10 

3.47 

0.32 

Nil 

Nil 

(t.0032 

0.033 

Nil 

23.0 

7.0 

.30.0 

World’s  End 
Llangollen 

Parts  per 
100,000 

0.0 

0.80 

1.32 

Nil 

Nil 

0.0007 

0.0078 

0.100 

Nil 

2.0 

1.5 

3.5 

Eyton 

Water  Supply 

Parts  per 
100,000 

51.5 

4.10 

0.77 

0.04 

Nil 

0.0034 

0.0050 

0.007 

Nil 

.38.5 

1.3 

30.8 

Allington 

Farm 

Parts  per 
100,000 

47.0 
3.20 
5.28 
0.44 
Nil 
Nil 

0.0020 

0.038 

Nil 

27.0 

7.8 

34.8 

Spring  in  Wood' 
Coed  Aben  | 

Parts  per 
100,000  1 

LO  C’  C 'M  c ^ C cc 

• CO  X o ^ V _J 

“ ► - — s — 1*^  ► 

-ii  -M  CO  c ^ X COCO 

(1).  CHEMICAL 

Total  solids  (dried 
at  120uC.) 
Combined  Chlorine 
(Cl.) 

Equivalent  to 
Sodium  Chloride 
Nitric  Nitrogen 
(Nitrates) 

Nitrous  nitrogen 
(Nitrites) 
Ammoniacal 
N itrogen 
Albuminoid 
Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 
4 hours  at  27oC. 
Lead  or  Copper  ... 
Temporary 
Hardness 
Permanent 
Hardness 

Total  Hardness  ... 
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ANALYST’S  REMARKS. 

\\'i(]i  reference  to  tlie  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Anal\’sis 
f(iven  on  pages  54  and  57. 

Garth  Water  Supply. 

The  chemical  results  are  satisfactory. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  the  presence  of 
a few  excremental  organisms  but  these  are  present  in  such 
small  numbers  that  the  water  may  be  regarded  as  reasonably 
safe  for  drinking  purposes. 

Froncysyllte  Water  Supply. 

A little  vegetable  matter  is  present  in  suspension  and  this 
is  shown  in  the  rather  high  figures  for  Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
and  Oxygen  absorbed.  As,  however,  the  water  is  sedimented 
this  should  remove  this  suspension. 

The  bacteriological  results  show  a fairly  low  count  of  organ- 
isms and  the  few  B.  Coli  present  are  not  suggestive  of  sewage 
pollution. 

The  water  may  be  passed  as  reasonably  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Pentre  Dwfr  Water  Supply  Parish  of  Llantysilio. 

The  results  show  this  water  to  be  of  high  degree  of  purity 
and  quite  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

Isycoed  Water  Supply.  Croesyokin. 

The  combined  results  show  that  this  water  is  of  high  degree 
of  purity,  and  excellent  for  drinking  purposes. 

Roden  Hall. 

The  chemical  results  are  quite  satisfactory  but  the  bacterial 
counts  are  high  for  deep  boring.  It  is  probable  that  this  is 
due  to  disturbance  from  the  recent  cleaning,  and  as  the  water 
is  used  the  bacterial  content  will  most  probably  diminish  and 
the  B.  Coli  disappear.  The  water  can  be  used  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Pickhill  Old  Hall. 

The  combined  results  shew  that  this  water  is  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Abenbury  Water  Supply.  Coed  Aben. 

The  chemical  results  arc  satisfactory  but  the  bacteriological 
examination  shows  considerable  numbers  of  excremental 
organisms ; these  are  not  nccessaril}'  derived  from  subsoil 


pollution  and  arc  more  jirobably  due  to  contamination  from 
surface  conditions. 

If  these  were  remedied  the  water  mi.yht  be  rendered 
suitable  for  drinking,  but  at  ])rescnt  it  cannot  be  considered 
up  to  a desired  standard. 

Spring  in  Wood,  Coed  Aben. 

The  sample  contains  a small  amount  of  brown  vegetable 
matter  in  suspension,  and  this  would  account  for  the  raised 
figures  for  Albuminoid  Nitrogen  and  O.xygen  Absorbed. 

'I'he  bacterial  results  still  show  excremental  organisms 
to  be  present,  and  the  water  cannot  yet  be  regarded  as  safe 
for  drinking  purposes. 

Allington  Farm. 

The  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory  but  the  bacteriological 
shews  that  the  water  is  not  quite  suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 

Possibly'  if  the  spring  were  fenced  round  so  as  to  prevent 
the  access  of  animals  the  condition  of  the  water  would  improve. 

Eyton  Water  Supply. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  that  this  water 
is  not  quite  satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes  and,  although 
it  is  fenced  off,  surface  water  appears  to  be  gaining  access  to 
the  well. 

World’s  End,  Llangollen. 

The  bacteriological  examination  shows  the  presence  of 
small  numbers  of  excremental  organisms,  sub-cultivation  of 
the  Streptococci  present  shows  that  none  of  them  are  of  the 
haemolytic  type. 

The  results  as  a whole  suggest  some  slight  contamiuatiou, 
and  search  should  be  made  for  the  possible  sources  of  pollution. 

Bersham  Water  Supply  (Spout  opposite  Schools). 

The  chemical  results  are  satisfactory. 

There  are  however,  a fair  number  of  bacteria  present  and 
a small  proportion  of  organisms  of  an  excremental  type.  The 
water  cannot  be  regarded  as  entirely  satisfactory  for  drinking 
purposes. 

Manley  Hall,  Erbistock. 

I'he  results  shew  some  some  contamination,  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  water  is  to  be  used  for  a school  a higher 
standard  should  be  aimed  at, 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Our  area  is  bounded  on  its  eastern  and  southern  sides  hv 
tlie  river  J)cc,  and  all  of  our  rivers  and  streams  enter  tliis  river 
eventually.  Certain  streams  flow  through  agricultural  areas, 
whereas  others  flow  througli  residential  and  industrial  and  are 
therefore  more  liable  to  various  forms  of  pollution  and  are, 
because  of  this  reason,  receiving  our  constant  attention. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  there  is  evidence,  in  at  least 
two  areas,  of  underground  streams  coming  to  the  surface  and 
used  as  sources  of  water  supply  to  the  neighbouring  inhabitants. 

Our  area,  being  primarily  a colliery  district,  presents  a 
variet}’  of  interesting  and  difficult  problems  owing  to  the  pollu- 
tion of  streams  by  the  effluents  from  certain  collieries,  and  as 
examples  the  river  Gw’enfro,  which  in  past  years  has  been 
polluted  by  the  effluent  from  the  coal-washing  section  of  the 
Idas  Power  Colliery,  and  the  Black  Brook  in  Erddig,  which 
receives  the  effluent  from  the  Hafod  Colliery,  may  be  cited. 

As  far  as  pollution  is  concerned  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  coal-washing  operations  in  Broughton  have  ceased 
functioning  and  this  has  resulted  in  a verj'  much  more  satisfac- 
tory condition  of  the  river  Gwenfro.  This  has  been  a source 
of  difficulty  not  only  in  the  Rural  District  but  also  in  the  Borough 
of  Wrexham,  who  complain  that  a substantial  pollution  of  the 
river  flowing  through  the  Borough  originates  from  the  Rural 
District.  Certain  other  complaints  have  been  received  with 
reference  to  the  interference  of  the  water  supply  in  Glascoed 
through  the  quarry  of  silica  stone  situate  in  the  Nant-y-Ffrith 
valley. 

\\’ith  reference  to  the  Hafod  Colliery  a large  amount  of 
liquid  emanates  from  this  industrial  centre  and  is  treated  by 
a complicated  system  of  grease  traps  and  clinker  filters,  but 
we  have  received  complaints  from  a neighbouring  farm-owner 
of  tlie  deleterious  effect  this  effluent  has  upon  his  cattle,  seeing 
the  stream  which  receives  this  effluent  is  the  only  source  of  water 
supply  ff)r  his  herd.  In  this  connection  the  complainant's  premises 
have  been  visited. 

Our  attention  has  also  been  drawn  by  the  Dee  Catchment 
area  officials  with  reference  to  the  state  of  the  Trefynant  Brook, 
in  Trevor.  Owing  to  the  deposition  of  refuse  and  trade  waste 
material  this  brook  is  being  grossly  polluted.  This  condition 
of  affairs  has  existed  for  a large  number  of  years  and  it  must 
be  pointed  out  that  there  is  a very  important  brick  and  tile 
industry  upon  the  banks  of  this  river,  and  the  owners  of  this 
concern  arc  now  constructing  a retaining  wall  which  will  prevent 
any  ]X)ssible  ])ollution  of  the  river  by  any  of  their  waste  products. 
Ihifortunatcly,  however,  certain  residences  are  situated  u])on 
Ihe  banks  also,  some  of  which  arc  being  included  in  our  slum 
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clearance  scheme  under  the  Housing  Act,  ID.'Ki,  and  indirect 
evidence  points  to  the  fact  that  the  occupiers  of  these  houses 
deposit  their  house  refuse  into  the  river  thereby  causing  a snb- 
stantial  amount  of  pollution.  As  this  is  carried  out  at  dusk 
or  after  dark  we  ha\'e  been  unable  to  incriminate  any  person 
or  persons  who  are  responsible  for  this  indiscriminate  and  in- 
sanitary manner  of  the  disposal  of  house  refuse.  The  only  method 
of  obviating  this  form  of  pollution  is  the  establishment  of  a 
scheme  of  refuse  removal  in  the  parish  of  Llangollen  Rural, 
and  the  parochial  committee  have  been  met  by  a delegation 
fi'om  this  Council  when  the  whole  matter  was  discussed,  but 
the  feeling  at  the  meeting  was  that  the  committee  appeared 
to  be  averse  to  take  any  steps  in  this  direction  and  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  Rural  District  Council  to  undertake  the  work 
themselves.  This  matter  is  under  consideration  at  the  present 
time. 

Further  westwards,  attention  has  been  given  to  various 
wells  and  streams  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Glyndyfrdwy  with 
the  idea  of  obtaining  satisfactory  water  supplies  for  the  Bryn 
Ddol  Hamlet,  and  this  matter  is  already  under  consideration 
seeing  that  problems  of  great  difficulty  have  arisen  due  to  the 
existence  of  farm  premises  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  at  high 
altitudes,  on  the  slopes  of  the  southerly  aspects  of  the  Bryn 
Eglwys  mountain. 

One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  effluent  of  the 
Brymbo  Steel  W'orks  and  the  result  of  the  analysis  showed  the 
presence  of  metallic  iron  and  carbonaceous  particles,  but  no 
evidence  of  Tar  acids  was  found. 

Five  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  Gian  yr  Afon 
stream  or  river  above  its  confluence  with  the  Black  Brook  at 
Erddig,  but  one  of  these  was  taken  from  the  Black  Brook 
itself.  These  samples  were  taken  with  reference  to  a complaint 
received  from  a farmer  at  Erddig  parish  concerning  the  effect 
upon  his  cattle  of  this  water,  which  flows  past  his  pastures. 
Two  samples  w'ere  taken  at  first,  but  owing  to  some  disagree- 
ment with  the  complainant  two  more  samples  were  taken  a 
fortnight  later. 

The  first  two  samples  were  taken  above  and  below  the  en- 
trance of  the  Rhostyllen  Sewage  Works,  and  indicated  some 
form  of  pollution  due  to  a considerable  deposit  of  iron  which 
undoubtedly  comes  from  the  effluent  of  the  Bersham  Colliery. 
The  other  two  samples  were  taken  from  the  same  spots  a fort- 
night later,  and  the  reports  show  that  there  was  no  evidence  to 
indicate  that  the  river  water  was  injurious  to  cattle  in  its  con- 
dition at  the  time  of  sampling.  The  water  sample  taken  from 
the  Black  Brook  showed  that  the  condition  of  the  water  was 
much  worse  than  that  of  the  Gian  yr  Afon  tributary. 
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Total  hardness 
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ANALYST’S  REMARKS. 

With  reference  to  the  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Analysis 

given  on  page  62. 

Gian  ’r  Afon  Stream,  Sample  A.  (12/1137).  Sample  No.  1734. 

This  sample  contains  a deposit  which  is  found  to  consist 
chiefly  of  precipitated  hydroxide  of  iron  together  with  a little 
vegetable  matter. 

The  figures  show  that  the  stream  is  polluted. 

So  far  as  the  analysis  goes  the  results  show  that  the  stream 
water  is  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  there  is  of  course  a 
considerable  deposit  of  iron. 

There  is  no  general!}’  accepted  standard  for  drinking  water 
for  cattle,  although  it  is  usually  agreed  that  it  should  be  as  near 
as  possible  to  the  standard  for  human  beings. 

Gian  ’r  Afon  Stream,  Sample  B.  (12/1/37).  Sample  No.  1735. 

This  sample  contains  a deposit  which  is  found  to  consist 
chiefly  of  precipitated  hydroxide  of  iron  with  a little  vegetable 
matter. 

The  figures  show  that  the  stream  is  polluted. 

There  is  very  little  difference  between  this  sample  and 
Sample  A. 

Brymbo  Steel  Works  effluent.  (12/1/37).  Sample  No.  1733. 

The  sample  contains  a very  small  amount  of  a black  deposit 
which  is  found  to  consist  of  metallic  iron  and  carbonaceous 
particles,  together  with  a minute  trace  of  vegetable  debris. 

The  reaction  of  the  water  is  not  abnormal,  the  Hydrogen 
Iron  concentration  being  pH.  7.4. 

The  water  has  been  tested  for  tar  acids,  oil  and  Cyanide 
compounds  with  negative  results. 

From  the  figures  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  the  exception 
of  the  nitric  nitrogen,  this  effluent  is  better  than  either  of  the 
stream  samples. 
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Black  Brook.  (28/Ii:i7).  Sample  No.  4158. 

acids  and  'J'hiocyanatcs  arc  not  detected. 

This  water  is  definitely  worse  than  either  41o(i  of  41.37. 

Gian  yr  Afon  Stream,  Sample  C.  (28/1/37).  Sample  No.  4156. 

Tar  acids  and  Thiocyanates  are  not  detected. 

W'e  cannot  say  that  this  water  would  be  definitely  in- 
jurious to  cattle,  but  it  is  worse  than  No.  4137. 


Gian  yr  Afon  Stream,  Sample  D.  (28/1/37).  Sample  No.  4157. 

Tar  Acids  and  Thiocyanates  are  not  detected. 

This  sample  shows  some  evidence  of  contamination  but 
it  also  shows  a considerable  improvement  on  Sample  No.  1734 
and  we  do  not  think  it  should  prove  injurious  to  cattle  in  its 
present  condition. 

Note- — Samples  Nos.  1734,  4157  w^ere  taken  from  a spot  above 
the  entrance  of  the  effluent  from  the  Rhostyllen  Sewage  Works. 

Samples  Nos.  1735,  415(1  were  taken  from  a spot  below 
the  entrance  of  the  effluent  from  the  Rhostyllen  Sewage  \\'orks. 


RAINFALL  IN  1937 


I am  indebted  to  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire 
Water  Company  for  the  following  information. 


Month. 

Total 

depth 

Inches. 

Greatest 
24  h 

Inches. 

Fall  in 
ours 

Date. 

No.  of 
days 
with  .01 
or  more 
recorded. 

No.  of 
days 
with  .04 
or  more 
recorded. 

January  ... 

:f.92 

0.73 

18  th 

21 

16 

February... 

•5.S2 

0.61 

7 th 

26 

22 

March 

2.26 

0.48 

11th 

20 

14 

April 

3.04 

0.75 

16th 

16 

12 

May 

2.35 

0.42 

23rd 

11 

10 

June 

1.39 

0.46 

12  th 

13 

6 

July 

2.08 

0.81 

15  th 

16 

9 

August  ... 

2.16 

1.52 

12  th 

8 

6 

September 

1.18 

0.21 

12th 

18 

10 

October  ... 

3.19 

0.77 

23rd  and 
27th 

11 

10 

November 

1.92 

0.45 

18th 

14 

7 

December 

2.95 

0.81 

2nd 

22 

1 1 

Total 

32.26 

196 

133 

Observations  kc])t  at  PacksaddJe  Reservoir, 
Rhostyllen,  Wrexham. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

I have  received  from  the  Sanitary  Engineer  the  following 
report  with  reference  to  the  drainage  and  sewerage  conditions 
of  onr  district  and  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
him  for  his  readiness  to  supply  us  with  this  information  year 
after  year. 

{a)  The  sewer  extension  scheme  for  the  village  of  Rhos- 
tyllen  was  completed  in  November,  1937,  under  a loan  of 
3^8,050.  This  work  was  carried  out  by  contract. 

{b)  A scheme  for  an  extension  of  sewer  in  the  Gwersyllt 
parish  was  completed  in  November,  1937  under  a loan  of 
^8,500.  This  work  was  done  by  contract. 

(c)  Sanction  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  a loan  of  3^10,000  for  a scheme  for  the  drainage  of  the  villages 
of  Garth  and  Trevor.  Work  on  this  scheme  was  commenced 
on  April  4th,  1938.  This  work  is  being  carried  out  by  contract. 

Small  sewer  extensions  have  been  carried  out  at  Rhos  and 
Broughton. 

The  attention  of  the  Health  Committee  is  continual^ 
being  drawn  to  the  necessity  of  small  sewer  extensions  with  refer- 
ence to  residential  developments.  There  are  still  many  parts 
in  our  area  where  there  are  localised  groups  of  residential  pro- 
perties for  which  the  establishment  of  a sewer  scheme  is 
definitely  required,  viz.  : 

(«)  Bwichgwytl — Parish  of  Brymbo. 

[h)  Minera — in  the  area  adjoining  the  village  of  Coed- 
poeth,  Bersham  parish.  The  road  from  the  Coedpoeth  level 
crossing  to  the  top  of  the  mountain  above  Gwynfryn  contains 
properties  which  will  be  very  much  improved  if  sewering  facili- 
ties were  provided,  and  in  this  connection  it  would  be  possible 
to  have  one  comprehensive  scheme  to  include  Bwlchgwyn  and 
Minera  although  it  may  be  thought  that  separate  schemes  for 
the  two  areas  would  entail  less  expenditure. 

(c)  Marchwiel  Parish. 

Certain  properties  in  the  parish  of  Marchwiel,  namely, 
the  Council  Houses,  are  already  connected  up  to  the  Wrexham 
Corporation  Sewage  Farm  at  Five  Fords,  and  it  would  be  a 
simple  matter  to  adecjuately  sewer  the  whole  of  the  village  by 
a similar  connection.  Negotiations  with  this  end  in  view  are 
now  being  carried  out, 
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(d)  Holt  Parish. 

Tliorc  is  no  sewerage  scheme  in  this  parish,  ami  it  would 
nndouirtcdly  imiiro\-c  the  amenities  in  tliis  area  if  such  a scheme 
would  he  adopted. 

(e)  Garth  Parish  of  Llangollen  Rural. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  no  sewerage  scheme  for 
Ciarth,  but  this  matter  is  being  attended  to  this  year  (l9.‘hS) 
bv  the  construction  of  a new  sewer. 

(/)  Burton  Parish. 

A certain  amount  of  residential  developments  have  now 
taken  place  in  the  portion  of  this  parish  wliich  adjoins  the  Great 
Western  Railway  main  line,  and  a sewer  in  this  area  is  urgently 
required  and  could  be  constructed  to  join  up  to  the  Harwood’s 
Lane  Sewage  Works  in  the  parish  of  Allington. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  four  cesspools  were  constructed  and  four 
were  repaired.  12  house  drains  were  disconnected  from  the 
road  drains  and  5 septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  were  constructed 
during  the  year.  279  new  water  closets  were  provided  and  94 
old  ones  were  repaired.  21.o  old  water  closets  were  furnished 
with  flushing  cisterns  and  80  privies  were  converted  into  water 
closets.  4 new  earth  closets  were  provided  and  118  deep  midden 
privies  were  abolished  and  17  repaired. 

164  new  drains  were  connected  to  old  premisee  and  48  old 
drains  were  repaired. 


Scavenging. 

Arrangements  for  scavenging  remain  as  in  former  years. 
The  system  is  not  uniform  in  all  the  parishes,  however,  as 
certain  of  them  adopt  the  method  of  direct  labour  wliercas  in 
others  the  work  is  snb-lct  to  contractors  using  refuse  tips  provided 
by  the  Council. 

The  new  arrangements  in  the  parish  of  Gwersyllt  are  work- 
ing in  an  extremely  satisfactory  manner,  and,  as  stated  in  my 
last  annual  report,  a motor  lorry  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Gwersyllt  Parochial  Committee  for  the  work  of  refuse  removal. 

1 have  already  referred  to  the  question  of  refuse  tips  in 
certain  areas,  especially  in  the  parish  of  Llangollen  Rural,  and 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  parish  has  adopted  such  a con- 
servative point  of  view  in  that  they  appear  to  be  averse  to  under- 


take  this  work.  It  appears  that  financial  considerations  form 
the  main  ol^jection,  and  when  a nt,nirc  such  as  a shillinft  rate 
is  mentioned  it  does  give  room  for  thonglit  altliongh,  on  tlic 
other  liand,  tlie  rateable  values  are,  on  the  whole,  so  low  that 
even  a shilling  rate  would  not  amount  to  any  excessive  payment 
for  a very  essential  service. 

I have  already  indicated  that  the  parochial  committee 
was  visited  by  a delegation  of  the  Council  and  the  committee 
was  asked  to  discuss  the  matter  and  indicate  suitable  localities 
with  a view  of  utilising  them  as  refuse  tips,  but  up  to  the  present 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  in  this  matter.  Reference 
to  the  fact  that  this  work  may  have  to  be  done  by  the  Wrexham 
Rural  District  Council,  and  charged  to  the  ])arochial  committee, 
has  already  been  made,  and  this  is  a specially  important  matter 
in  these  days  of  advanced  ci\'ilisation  during  which  the  con- 
sciousness of  the  needs  of  promoting  public  health  is  so  evident 
and  vital.  One  cannot  emphasise  too  much  the  necessity  of 
attending  to  essential  health  services,  and  this  should  over-ride 
any  obstinate  attitude  on  the  part  of  any  localised  community. 
Another  point  in  favour  of  this  work  being  done  is  the  fact  that 
we  have  received  further  urgent  communications  from  the 
Dee  Catchment  Board  with  reference  to  the  pollution  of  the  river 
by  house  refuse.  Fortunately  the  Llangollen  Rural  parish 
is  a healthy  area,  though  I feel  certain  that  were  an  epidemic 
of  an  infectious  disease  to  break  out  in  this  parish,  the  cause 
of  the  outbreak  would  undoubtedly  be  laid  by  certain  persons 
to  the  lack  of  the  provision  of  hygienic  facilities. 

In  no  other  department  of  public  health  is  it  more  important 
to  emphasise  the  fact  that  prevention  is  better  than  cure,  and 
I only  hope  that  the  parochial  committee  will  sec  their  way 
clear  to  discuss  this  matter  seriously  in  the  interest  of  public 
health  and  modify  their  unfavourable  attitude. 

In  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Llantysilio  discussion  has 
arisen  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  refuse  in  Pentre  Dwfr, 
where  a suitable  tip  has  been  pointed  out  by  the  parochial 
committee,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  negotiations  for  the 
requirements  of  this  area  have  not  been  completed. 

At  the  present  time  the  whole  question  of  refuse  removal 
has  been  discussed  with  reference  to  the  in.stallation  of  a system 
whereby  neighbouring  parishes  could  be  combined  instead  of 
continuing  with  the  parochial  systems  which  are  now  in  ex- 
istence. It  may  l)e  that  substantial  economy  could  be  affected 
by  this  means  without  interfering  in  any  way  with  the  efficiency 
and  in  all  probabilit}^  greater  efficiency  would  be  the  result. 
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The  one  great  defect  in  the  present  arrangements  is  the 
fact  that  each  parochial  committee  has  to  obtain  suitable  sites 
for  tipping  in  their  own  parish,  and  in  certain  parishes  this  is 
:i  matter  of  extreme  importance  now  that  certain  of  the  long 
used  tips  are  now  completely  filled  up,  and  there  is  a definite 
difficulty  in  obtaining  alternative  sites,  whereas  it  may  be  the 
case  that  just  outside  this  parish,  in  the  adjoining  one,  there 
may  be  suitable  sites  which  would  cater  for  the  joint  disposal 
of  refuse  from  both  areas.  This  matter  has  been  discussed 
and  a report  is  being  prepared  by  the  Department  dealing  with 
the  whole  question. 

Discussions  have  arisen  in  this  connection  with  reference  to  the 
installation  of  incinerators,  but  it  has  been  pointed  out  that 
it  would  be  more  efficient  if  destructors  were  installed.  This 
would  entail  additional  expense  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  appoint 
a permanent  staff  for  their  supervision  and  it  would  appear 
that,  providing  there  is  sufficient  land  for  tipping  under  modern 
methods,  this  would  be  less  expensive  and  would  obviate  the 
difficulty  of  removing  the  clinkers,  which  is  one  of  the  urgent 
problems  of  authorities  owning  destructors.  It  would  appear 
on  the  surface,  however  that  the  pro\'ision  of  clinkers  would 
be  very  acceptable  to  the  building  and  farming  industries. 

Water  Supply. 

52  old  premises  have  been  supplied  with  water  and  IS 
service  pipes  have  been  repaired,  whei'eas  78  premises  have 
been  supplied  with  a tap  in  the  back  kitchen. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 


The  following  table  gives  a detailed  list  of  the  actual  work  done 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  : — 


Work  done  by  the  Health  Department  during  1937. 

HOUSING.  Divi-io.is 

North.  South.  East.  West. 

Number  of  houses  mspected  under  Housing  Act,  193G  ... 

,,  ,,  dealt  with  under  Part  3,  Housing 

Act,  1930 

,,  ,,  dealt  with  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act,  1936 

,,  ,,  dealt  with  under  Section  12, 

Housing  Act,  1936 

,,  ,,  completed  under  Section  9, 

Housing  Act,  1936 
,,  ,,  demolished 

,,  ,,  reconstructed  or  rendered  fit, 

in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted 
Number  of  visits  to  houses 


Tot  A I, 
..  266 


..  115 
..  112 

..  27 

..  791 
..  196 


4 

..1295 


(The  above  work  was  carried  out  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.) 


Number  of 

houses  inspected  under  the  Public 

Health  and  Housing  Acts 

789  ... 

581 

252 

...  568. 

..2190 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...1092  ... 

987 

... 

583 

...1426. 

..3171 

DWELLINGS 
No.  of  Houses  re-roofed  ... 

12  ... 

6 

11 

...  20 

..  49 

ft  tf 

repaired,  roofs,  walls,  &c. 

188  ... 

230 

186 

...162 

..  766 

$$ 

ft  it 

furnished  with  eaves  gutters  and 
downspouts 

otherwise  treated  to  prevent 

09  ... 

40 

34 

...  30 

..  173 

H it 

dampness 

provided  with  more  hght  and 

31  ... 

144 

36 

...  51 

..  262 

ventilation 

18  ... 

65 

5 

...  18 

..  106 

it  it 

ft  tt 

cleansed  (on  notice) 

in  which  defective  floors  were 

— ... 

— 

— 

...  . — ■ 

..  — 

renewed  or  repaired 

117  ... 

104 

45 

...  66 

..  332 

It  tt 

new  pavements  in  back  yards 

92  ... 

18 

13 

...  21 

..  144 

tt  tt 

old  pavements  repaired 

18  ... 

25 

— 

...  26 

..  69 

tt  tt 

wash  house  floors  renewned 

— ... 

10 

— 

...  — 

..  10 

tt  1 1 

€ 

tt  t 

food  stores  provided 

new  kitchen  grates  and  washing 

12  ... 

16 

3 

...  6 

..  37 

boilers  provided 

62  ... 

27 

36 

...  41 

..  166 

tt  t t 

new  kitchen  built 

— ... 

— 

— 

...  4 

4 

tt  tt 

wash-houses  built 

— ... 

8 

3 

...  8 

..  19 

1 » 

t t 11 

kitchen  grates  repahed 
provided  with  washing  boilers  and 

23  ... 

80 

30 

...  29 

..  162 

grates  in  wash-houses  ... 

16  ... 

28 

6 

...  19 

..  ()9 

11  11 

sash  cords  provided  to  windows  ... 

85  ... 

295 

135 

...  93 

..  608 

It  t t 

with  new  doors  provided 

19  ... 

25 

25 

...  17 

..  86 

11  11 

provided  with  new  staircases 

— ... 

5 

— 

...  3 

8 

DRAINAGE. 

No.  of  new 

cesspools  constructed 

1 ... 

— 

... 

1 

2 . 

4 

„ cesspools  repaired  ... 

— ... 

— 

• •• 

— 

...  4 

4 

„ cesspools  emptied  on  notice 

— ... 

— 

... 

4 

...  16 

..  20 

71 


No.  of  kitchen  sinks  provided 

,,  new  drains  laid  to  old  premises  ... 

„ drains  repaired 

house  drains  disconnected  from  road  drains 
,,  new  slop  gullies  constructed 
„ old  slop  gullies  repaired 
„ septic  tanks  and  filter  beds 
,,  drain  inspection  chambers  provided 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

No.  of  waste  pipes  renewed 

house  drains  trapped  and  venilated 
new  water  closets  provided 
old  water  closets  repaired  ... 
old  W.  C’s  furnished  with  flushing 
cisterns 

privies  converted  into  water  closets 
new  earth  closets  and  privies 
deep  midden  privies  abolished 
privies  repaired 
new  ashpits  provided 
portable  ashbins  provided 
new  urinals  ... 


Nortti. 

South. 

Hast. 

West. 

Total 

10  ... 

21  ... 

18 

...  .55 

...  104 

53  ... 

40  ... 

45 

...  20 

...  104 

8 ... 

7 ... 

1 

...  32 

...  48 

8 ... 

— 

...  4 

...  12 

15  ... 

39  ... 

7 

...  32 

...  93 

12  ... 

— ... 

— 

...  12 

...  24 

3 ... 

— ... 

2 

...  — 

...  5 

• • • 

17  ... 

4 

...  — 

...  21 

30  ... 

4 

...  12 

...  40 

... 

40  ... 

4 

...  14 

...  58 

103  ... 

97  ... 

55 

...  24 

...  279 

— ... 

49  ... 

14 

...  31 

...  94 

72  ... 

103  ... 

8 

...  32 

...  215 

— ... 

38  ... 

30 

...  12 

...  80 

— ... 

— ... 

— 

...  4 

...  4 

3 ... 

03  ... 

35 

...  12 

...  113 

— ... 

10  ... 

1 

...  0 

...  17 

— ... 

2 ... 

— 

...  — 

2 

27  ... 

304  ... 

34 

...  08 

...  433 

3 ...  — ...  — 


„ urinals  repaired 

. 

. 

...  

...  1 

1 

„ ashpits  repaired  and  covered 

. 

A.  

...  

...  1 

1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  old  premises  supplied 

20  . 

..  31 

...  

...  1 

...  52 

„ service  pipes  repaired 

1 . 

1 

... 

...  10 

...  18 

„ old  wells  repaired  and  protected  ... 

— , 

..  — 

...  

...  — 

...  — 

„ old  wells  closed 

— . 

. — 

...  

...  — ■ 

...  — ■ 

,,  premises  supplied  with  taps  in  back  kitchen 

— . 

. 27 

5 

...  46 

...  78 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  and  MILKSHOPS. 

No.  of  persons  on  register  on  Dec.  31,  1937 

104  . 

. 101 

...  376 

...  78 

...  659 

,,  persons  registered  during  year 

5 . 

..  — - 

...  3 

...  2 

...  10 

,,  persons  discontinued 

0 . 

..  12 

...  — 

...  1 

...  19 

,,  cowsheds  repaired  and  improved 

7 . 

..  14 

...  10 

...  3 

...  34 

,,  new  cowsheds  erected 

1 . 

..  — 

3 

...  1 

5 

„ visits  and  inspections 

246  . 

..  141 

...  445 

...173 

...1005 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

No.  of  slaughter  houses  registered  during  1937... 

— . 

1 

1 

...  1 

3 

,,  slaughter  houses  on  register 

15  . 

..  17 

...  20 

...  5 

...  57 

,,  new  slaughter  houses  erected 

— . 

1 

1 

...  — 

2 

„ slaughter  houses  repaired  ... 

3 . 

1 

...  — 

...  1 

...  5 

,,  visits  and  inspections 

356  . 

..1259 

...  365 

...218 

...2198 

,,  slaughter  houses  discontinued 

— . 

..  — 

...  — 

...  — 

...  — 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

No.  of  Workshops  registered  during  1937 
„ workshops  on  register 
„ workshops  repaired 
„ workshops  cleansed  (on  notice) 

,,  new  sanitary  conveniences  erected 
„ visits  and  inspections  


75 

C 

8 

1 

93 


2 

59 

(i 

2 

08 


1 

50 

3 

50 


2 

62 

1 

2 

00 


0 

252 

7 

19 

3 

277 


72 


North. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

No.  of  schools  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — .. 

,.  school  renovated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

schools  where  sanitary  fittings  were 

improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 .. 

No. of  schools  where  drainage  was  improved  ...  — .. 

,,  schools  where  ventilation  was  improved  — .. 

QUARRY  FENCING  ACT,  1887 
No.  of  dangerous  quarries  fenced  ...  ...  — .. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

No.  of  premises  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  — .. 

„ visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  — .. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

No‘  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  ...  5073. 
„ offensive  accumulations  removed  upon  notice  — 

,,  nuisances  arising  from  keeping  animals 
abated 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

No.  of  intimatory  notices  issued  ... 

,,  intimatory  notices  complied  with 
,,  statutory  notices  issued 
,,  statutory  notices  compiled  with  . 

,,  Justices’  orders  applied  for 
,,  Justices’  orders  granted 
Total  number  of  visits  and  inspections 
No.  of  houses  disinfected... 

„ schools  disinfected 


461 


1458 

151 

2 


South. 

Beat. 

West. 

Total 

— ... 

1 

1 

...  3 

...  4 

1 

1 ... 

. — 

...  1 

2 

1 

— . 

. — ... 

1 . 

10  . 

1 

10 

4397.. 

.3596... 

1707.. 

.14773 

5. 

. 21.. 

6. 

32 

1. 

2... 

2. 

. 5 

55S. 

. 232... 

287. 

. 1573 

526. 

. 227... 

259. 

. 1473 

64. 

. — ... 

— . 

64 

4855. 

.2048  . 

3811. 

.12172 

101. 

. 259... 

93.. 

. 604 

2.. 

2... 

7. 

13 

Strawberry  Picking. 

There  is  an  extensive  Strawberry  Picking  industry  in  the 
area  extending  from  Holt  to  Rossett.  The  conditions  under 
which  the  labour  exists  are  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health 
Department  which  receives  every  co-operation  from  the  Owners 
of  the  Strawberry  fields.  In  the  case  of  the  most  progressive 
Farms  medical  attention  is  provided  by  the  Owner. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  two  Knackers’  Yards  in  the  District,  one  at  Ffrwd, 
in  the  Parish  of  Brymbo,  and  the  other  in  tlie  Parish  of  l\larchwiel. 
Both  of  these  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  One  of  the  yards  is  in  a very  flourishing 
condition,  and  has  a modern  plant  for  dealing  with  the  waste 
products  ; whereas  the  other  one  is  not  in  a satisfactory  state 
owing  to  the  lack  of  material  sent  to  it.  Undoubtedly  this  type 
of  offensive  trade  is  not  so  remunerative  as  it  used  to  be  owing 
to  the  advent  of  the  motor  traffic. 
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Bug  Infestation. 

33  council  liouscs  wore  found  to  be  infested,  and  disinfesta- 
tion was  carried  out  in  all  cases  by  the  use  of  Zaldecide  and 
fumoids. 

dO  Non-Council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  and  all 
these  were  also  disinfested  by  the  same  methods. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  undertaken  by  the  local  authority 
and  one  man  is  employed  in  charge  of  the  work. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

In  an  area  similar  to  ours,  containing  such  a variety  of 
industrial  concerns,  the  question  of  smoke  abatement  is  a 
difficult  one  to  discuss  due  regard  being  paid  to  the  nature  of 
the  work  carried  out  by  the  various  concerns,  especially  in  the 
colliery  districts. 

Complaints  have  been  received  with  reference  to  a nuisance 
caused  by  smoke  emanating  from  a burning  colliery  soil  bank, 
and  at  the  present  time  the  Council  are  discussing  the  ad- 
visability of  adopting  Byelaws  in  this  connection. 

I need  hardly  state  that,  whenever  this  matter  is  discussed 
with  certain  industrial  concerns,  we  receive  every  co-operation 
from  the  officials  who  do  all  within  their  power  to  minimise 
the  possibilit}^  of  a smoke  nuisance. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
in  our  district.  No  doubt  a certain  amount  of  swimming  takes 
place  in  various  rivers  such  as  the  river  Dee,  but  we  have  no 
control  over  such  forms  of  recreation. 


Premises  and  occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Byelaws 
or  Regulations. 

With  the  exception  of  the  knacker’s  yards  there  are  no 
offensive  trades  in  existence  within  the  Rural  District,  nor  arc 
there  any  houses  let  in  lodgings. 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  parish  of  Cefn, 
which  is  kept  under  observation  by  the  department.  There 
are  no  underground  sleeping  rooms,  and  it  has  not  been  neces- 
sar}^  to  take  any  action  under  Section  18  (I)  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 
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Canal  Boats. 

The  Shropshire  Union  Canal  enters  the  District  at  Cefn 
for  a very  sliort  distance  only.  'I'liis  extension  was  in  the  past 
ii.sed  for  the  conveyance  of  materials  to  and  from  the  important 
industries  in  this  locality. 

The  Inspector  for  the  Western  Division  acts  as  Canal  Boats’ 
Inspector,  but  owing  to  the  disuse  of  the  Canal  there  is  no 
report  to  make. 

Sanitary  Conditions  of  Schools. 

As  regards  school  closure,  at  the  present  time  the  policy 
of  the  Board  of  Education  is  adhered  to  in  not  recommending 
closure  except  in  extreme  circumstances.  Close  co-operation 
takes  place  between  myself  and  the  Count}'  Medical  Officer 
with  reference  to  this  branch  of  our  work. 


Schools  closed  on  account  of  Infectious  Diseases  in 
the  Wrexham  Rural  District  during  1937. 


School  Period 


Rea.son 


Abenbury  Council 
Acrefair  In.  Council 
Brymbo  Infts.  N.P. 
Erbistock  N.P. 
Erondeg  In.  Council 
Gwersyllt  Mixed  N.P. 
Gwersyllt  In.  N.P. 
Gwersyllt  In.  Council 
Gresford  N.P. 
Llantysilio  N.P. 

Elay  Jim.  Council 
Llay  Infants  Council 
Llay  Central 
Minera  N.P. 

New  Broughton  Infts. 
Penycae  Infts.  C’cil 
Pentre  Bro’ton  Infts. 
Penycae  N.P. 
Penygelli  Infts.  C’cil 
Ruabon  Infants  N.P. 
Rhosrobin  N.P. 


3rd  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
28th  Jan. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
21st  Dec. — 24th  Dec. 
1st  Mar. — 3rd  March 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
26th  Jan. — 29th  Jan, 
Sth  Feb. — 19th  Feb. 
25th  Jan. — 29th  Jan. 
25th  Jan. — 29th  Jan. 
2.5th  Jan. — 29th  Jan, 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
26th  Jan. — 29th  Jan, 
3rd  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
1st  Feb. — 5th  Feb. 
Sth  Feb. — 19th  Feb. 
28tn  Jan. — 5th  Feb. 


Influenza 

do. 

do. 

Whooping  Cough 
Inclement  weather 
Influenza 
do. 
do. 
do. 

Scarlet  Fever 
Influenza 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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TABLE  XT. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1932. 

, — Division 

North.  South.  East,  ^^’est.  Total 
No.  of  persons  on  register 

.‘list  December,  1937  ...104  ...  101  ...  .370  ...  78  ...  059 

No.  of  persons  registered 

during  the  year  ...  5 ...  — ...  3 ...  2 ...  10 

No.  of  persons  discontinued  0 ...  12  ...  — ...  1 ...  19 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 

Milk  Supply. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  659  persons  on  onr  registers. 
10  new  persons  were  registered  during  the  year  and  19  were  struck 
off.  34  cowsheds  were  repaired  and  improved  and  5 new  cow- 
sheds were  erected.  1,005  visits  and  inspections  were  paid 
with  reference  to  this  sphere  of  public  health. 

Samples  of  milk  were  repeatedly  taken  and  sent  to  the  Bangor 
L’niversity  or  to  the  Wrexham  and  East  Denbighshire  War 
Memorial  Hospital  for  bacteriological  examination.  Samples 
for  the  examination  of  fat  content  and  for  other  special  analysis 
were  sent  to  the  Royal  Infirmapy.  Chester. 

During  the  year  540  samples  of  milk  were  taken  as  compared 
with  342  taken  during  1936.  Of.  these,  514  were  accredited 
milk  samples  as  compared  with  286  during  the  previous  year. 
26  samples  were  of  T.T.  milk  as  compared  with  18  for  1936. 
Of  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  490  were  good,  43  were 
fair,  and  only  7 were  bad.  This  gives  some  idea  of  the  high 
.standard  of  purity  of  the  milk  produced  in  our  District,  which 
is  pre-eminently  a milk-producing  area.  In  addition  to  the 
above  samples,  197  were  taken  with  reference  to  Tuberculosis 
and  of  these  187  were  negative  and  10  were  positive.  With 
regard  to  the  ten  farms  from  which  the  latter  samples  were  taken 
our  observations  were  immediately  forwarded  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  for  his  attention. 

The  Cefn  Co-operative  Society  produce  pasteurised  milk, 
and  their  depots  have  been  inspected  on  more  than  one  occasion 
during  the  year.  During  our  vi.sits  it  was  found  that  insufficient 
control  was  paid  by  the  officials  to  the  working  arrangements 
and  these  have  been  improved  following  complaints  on  this 
matter,  and  1 need  hardly  state  that  the  Society  is  onh'’  too 
willing  to  co-operate  with  the  Health  Department  in  affecting 
all  nece.ssary  improvements. 
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MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1937 


Good 

Fair 

Bad 

Total 

Accredited  Milk 

...407 

41 

6 

514 

T.T.  Milk  ... 

...  2:i 

2 

1 

26 

Total  ... 

...490 

43 

7 

.540 

Number  of  milk  samples  taken  for  tubercle  bacilli — 197. 
Negative — 187.  Positive — 10. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (Adulteration)  ACT,  1928. 
Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  above  Act,  in  the  Wrexham 


Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1937,  by 
the  Inspectors  of  the  Denbighshire  County  Council. 

No 

Not 

Article 

taken 

Genuine 

Genuine  Observations 

Four  Slight  Deficiency. 

Milk  ... 

..  90 

85 

One  prosecuted. 

Jam  ... 

..  3 

2 

1 Slight  excess  preservative 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

— 

Lard  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper 

1 

1 

— 

Rice  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

..  3 

3 

— 

Spirits  of  Nitre 

1 

— 

1 Below  Standard 

Flour  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Brandy 

1 

1 

— 

Beer  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Peas  ... 

1 

1 

— - 

Sausages 

..  3 

3 

• — • 

Custard  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Cocoa 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

Bread 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Rice 

1 

1 

— 

Egg  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Dried  Milk 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

..  3 

3 

— 

Paregoric  Elixir 

1 

1 

— 

Ammoniated  Tincture 

of  Quinine 

1 

] 

— 

Total 

..  123 

115 

8 
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Meat  Inspection. 

The  total  lunnber  of  carcases  exainiued  durin,t(  the  year 
was  Jo,()40  ; cattle,  cxchidiiif^  cows-  942  ; cows — .K)!)  ; calves— 
249;  sheep  and  lainijs — 11211:  and  pigs — 2()(i9.  This  gives 
an  increase  of  1,000  over  the  mnnber  of  carcases  inspected 
during  the  3’ear  1930. 

23  carcases  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  coJisum- 
])tion,  10  of  which  were  tubercular.  848  sections  or  organs 
of  carcases  were  condemned  also,  of  which  283  were  tubercular. 

The  following  table  gives  full  particulars  as  asked  for  by 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  viz.  : 


TABLE  XII. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned, 
during  1937. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Sheep 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

and  Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 









Number  inspected  ...942 

All  diseases  except 

509 

249 

11211 

2009 

T uberculosis 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  ...  ...  1 

Carcases  of  which  some 

1 

— 

•> 

w 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ...  ...  2 

3 

558 

2 

Percentage  of  the  num- 

ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  ...  ...0.32 

0.7 

50.04 

0.15 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  ...  ...  2 

Carcases  of  which  some 

4 

— 

— 

10 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ...  ...  2 

47 

_ 

234 

Percentage  of  the  num- 

ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  ...0.42 

8.94 

— 

— 

9.14 
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The  inspection  of  meat  is  carried  out  by  the  four  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  himself  has 
the  Meat  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

During  the  }^ear  7 Slaughter  Houses  were  registered  and 
2 new  ones  were  erected,  and  5 were  repaired.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  the  number  of  Slaughter  Houses  on  our  registers  was 
00.  2198  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Meat 

Inspectors. 

The  above  figures  indicate  that  there  appears  to  be  an 
excessive  number  of  Slaughter  Houses  in  our  district,  and  the 
question  does  arise  as  to  whether  greater  efficiency  would  result 
if  they  were  fewer  in  number.  Certain  localities  would  lend 
themselves  admirably  to  the  existence  of  one  large  abattoir 
in  place  of  the  many  smaller  ones  which  are  now  in  use,  but  it 
is  difficult  to  discuss  this  matter  in  view  of  the  indications  that 
the  policy  of  the  government  in  respect  to  meat  inspection  would 
probably  show  that  certain  alterations  would  have  to  be  put 
into  effect  during  the  next  few  years.  This  is  an  extremely 
controversial  subject  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  so  until 
the  proposals  of  the  government  have  been  definitely  formulated 
and  put  into  effect. 


Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses  and  other  premises  where  foods  are  manufactured, 
prepared,  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  or  intended  for  sale,  are 
kept  under  observation  by  the  divisional  sanitary  inspectors. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  2190  houses  were  inspected  and  in  respect 
to  these  4USS  inspections  were  made  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

17o  houses  were  built  by  Private  Enterprise  and  200  Council 
Houses,  making  a total  of  435  houses  built  during  tire  year  as 
compared  with  278  during  1930.  The  houses  built  by  private 
enterprise  and  by  the  District  Council  are  allocated  to  thier 
respective  parishes  in  the  following  table,  viz.  ; 


Private 

Enterprise 

Council  Houses 

A ben bury 

...  1 ... 

...  — 

Allington 

...  1 ... 

— 

Bersham 

...  4 ... 

84 

Broughton 

...  4 ... 

— 

Brymbo 

...  1 ... 

42 

Burton  ... 

...11  ... 

...  

Cefn 

...  6 ... 

28 

Esclusham  Above 

...  2 ... 

...  

Esclusham  Below 

...25  ... 

...  

Gresford 

...15  ... 

...  

Gwersyllt 

...  8 ... 

12 

Llangollen  Rural 

...11  ... 

— 

Llantysliio 

...  2 ... 

— 

Elay 

...  7 ... 

— 

Marchwiel 

2 

...  

Minera  ... 

...  3 ... 

1..  

Penycae 

...  6 ... 

26 

Khosllanerchrugog 

...60  ... 

28 

Ruabon  ... 

...  5 ... 

40 

Sesswick... 

...  1 ... 

— 

Total  ... 

175 

260 

The  above  table  is  interesting  in  that  as  regards  Private 
Enterprise  more  than  one  third  of  the  houses  erected  were  built 
in  the  parish  of  Khos,  whereas  25  were  built  in  the  parish  of 
Esclusham  Below,  and  these  were  built  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  main  Wre.xham  road  adjoining  the  parish  of  Khos.  With 
reference  to  the  number  of  council  houses  erected,  260  were 
built  for  the  displacement  of  persons  from  condemned  houses 
and  the  table  indicates  that  more  than  one-third  of  these  houses 
were  built  in  the  parish  of  Bersham.  A certain  number  of  these, 
houses  were  not  occupied  until  the  early  months  of  1938.  122 

council  houses  and  156  private  enterprise  houses  were  built 
during  the  previous  year. 


80 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

During  Die  year  a large  amount  of  work  was  done  wth 
leferenee  to  tlie  \-arious  provisions  of  this  Aet,  and  for  tliis 
])urpose  a special  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  visit  the 
properties  scheduled  for  treatment  under  our  slum  clearance 
scheme,  and  a large  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  this 
respect. 

One  Public  Inquiry  took  place  under  the  direction  of  an 
inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  affecting  17  Clearance 
Areas  which  included  a total  number  of  107  houses.  Of  these 
areas,  two  were  in  the  parish  of  Brymbo  affecting  30  houses, 
and  J 1 Clearance  areas  were  in  the  parish  of  Bersham,  which 
included  52  houses,  and  4 areas  in  Ruabon,  affecting  25  houses. 
In  addition,  112  Individual  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 
During  the  year  the  housing  problem  was  discussed  fully  in 
all  its  aspects,  at  the  meetings  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Council  and  a special  report  was  asked  for  indicating  the  present 
housing  conditions  existing  in  the  Wrexham  Rural  District, 
w'ith  special  reference  to  overcrowding. 

It  was  argued  that  for  a large  number  of  years  many  reports 
have  been  presented  to  the  Council  and  the  number  of  houses 
recommended  for  condemnation  appeared  to  be  increasing. 
It  has,  however,  to  be  remembered  that  many  previous  reports 
referred  solely  to  a Five  Year  Programme  and  did  not  include 
all  the  houses  which  could  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation in  their  present  state,  seeing  that  it  was  recognised  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  demolish  all  the  unfit  houses  in  our 
area  in  five  years.  My  special  report  submitted  to  the  Council 
on  22nd  September,  1937  indicated  the  present  activities  of 
the  Council  and  show'ed  what  remained  to  be  done  with  reference 
to  future  schemes  and  it  gave  an  indication  of  the  true  housing 
conditions  of  our  area,  affecting  all  the  houses  in  the  district. 

A previous  report  had  been  submitted  in  1933,  but  this 
only  dealt  with  such  houses  as  could  be  included  in  the  first 
stages  of  our  Slum  Clearance,  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  Five  Year 
Programme  ending  31st  December,  1938. 

The  Special  Report  presented  during  1937  included  reference 
to  the  whole  area  in  order  that  the  Council  should  ha\-e  definite 
statistics  indicating  the  true  nature  of  affairs  irrespective  of 
any  Five  Year  period,  and  thus  it  w'ould  be  in  a better  position 
to  discuss  housing  conditions  in  the  Rural  District  with  a view 
of  making  provision  for  further  years,  so  that  all  the  work  neces- 
sary for  the  demolition  of  every  unfit  house  could  be  dealt  with 
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in  a comprehensive  manner.  This  special  report  also  included 
a statement  of  what  had  already  been  done  in  our  area,  indicatinj^ 
that  .‘17  clearance  areas  had  been  confirmed  and  dealt  with, 
and  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  b additional  areas  had  been  rep- 
resented and  these  were  dealt  with  in  the  early  months  of  19US. 
The  87  clearance  areas  were  concerned  with  281  houses,  whereas 
the  5 additional  areas  dealt  with  55  houses  making  a total  of 
886.  Reference  was  also  made  to  the  fact  that  176  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  had  been  dealt  with  in  the  Parishes  of  Cefn,  Gwersyllt 
Penycae  and  Rhos.  Thus  412  houses  had  been  or  were  being 
dealt  with  by  the  end  of  the  year  1987. 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  78  individual  unfit  houses 
were  being  dealt  with,  but  the  completion  of  the  new  council 
houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  thereby  displaced 
had  not  been  reached  at  the  end  of  the  year.  42  additional 
houses  have  been  inspected  by  the  Individual  Unfit  Houses 
Sub-Committee  and  these  have  since  been  recommended  for 
demolition,  so  that  with  the  78  houses  already  referred  to,  120 
individual  unfit  houses  have  or  are  being  dealt  with.  Including 
this  number  with  the  total  number  of  houses  dealt  with  in  clear- 
ance areas,  we  find  that  582  houses  had  been  or  were  being  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1986.  It  will  be  noticed  that 
this  number  is  greater  than  the  number  of  houses  included  in 
the  1933  Special  Report. 

This  report  was  discussed  in  all  its  bearings  and  was  adopted 
by  the  Council,  who  passed  resolutions  that  all  the  houses  recom- 
mended to  be  scheduled  for  treatment  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  should  be  allocated  over  the  number  of  years  available 
and  that  during  each  year  as  many  houses  as  was  pos.sible  to 
be  built,  should  be  erected. 

With  reference  to  the  work  which  has  still  to  be  done, 
detailed  information  in  this  respect  was  given  for  each  parish, 
and  the  following  table  taken  from  the  report  indicates  the  num- 
ber of  houses  which  are  recommended  for  demolition  ov'cr  and 
above  those  already  dealt  with. 
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TABLE  XTTT. 


Number  of  houses 


Parish. 

Abenbury 

recommended  for  d( 

Allington 

...  29 

Bersham 

...  84 

Bieston 

2 

Broughton 

...  318 

Brymbo 

...  105 

Burton 

• • . 

Cefn  ... 

...  260 

Erbistock 

...  4 

Erddig 

...  — 

Esclusham  Above 

...  16 

Esclusham  Below 

...  18 

Gresford 

...  11 

Gwersyllt 

...  61 

Holt  ' 

...  21 

Isycoed 

1 

Llangollen  Rural 

...  36 

Llantysilio 

...  12 

Llay 

...  10 

Marchwiel 

...  2 

Minera 

...  45 

Penycae 

...  89 

Rhosllanerchrugog 

...  291 

Ruabon 

...  10 

Sesswick 

...  — 

Total 

...1425 

A substantial  proportion  of  these  are  being  dealt  with  during 
this  year — 19.38.  The  remainder  of  this  special  report  referred 
to  the  question  of  overcrowding,  and  its  relationship  between 
the  slum  conditions  of  our  area  was  clearly  pointed  out.  In 
four  of  the  largest  parishes,  namely  Cefn,  Gwersyllt,  Rhos  and 
Penycae,  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  547  cases  of  over- 
crowding, and,  that  of  these,  164  cases  had  been  abated  owing 
to  our  activities  under  slum  clearance  work.  Thus  in  these 
parishes  29.9%  of  overcrowding  had  been  dealt  with  by  re- 
housing persons  displaced  from  unfit  houses.  With  reference 
to  the  total  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding,  I referred  to  the 
special  report  made  during  June,  1936,  where  it  was  pointed 
out  that,  based  on  information  required  on  Form  ‘ C,’  1206 
houses  were  definitely  overcrowded — or  a percentage  of  8.67 
of  the  total  number  of  houses  in  our  area.  If  one  based  the 
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standard  of  overcrowding,  however,  on  the  standard  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  respect  to  sleeping  accommodation  and 
sex  separation,  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  gave  information 
that  the  number  of  houses  overcrowded  was  3, •^49. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  the  large  amount 
of  work  that  has  been  done  by  the  special  sub-committee  dealing 
with  the  question  of  the  unfit  house,  nor  to  the  number  of  visits 
that  have  been  paid  by  this  sub-committee  to  various  parishes 
in  order  to  confirm  or  otherwise,  our  recommendations  made 
with  reference  to  the  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  and  I need  hardly 
refer  to  the  fact  that  the  work  of  visiting  these  houses  is  a strenuous 
one,  but  it  does  give  the  members  of  the  sub-committee  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  for  themsleves  the  actual  housing  conditions 
prevalent  in  our  District. 

It  may  here  be  pointed  out  that,  up  to  the  present,  chief 
emphasis  has  been  paid  to  the  parishes  which  contain  the  largest 
number  of  unfit  houses,  though  the  question  of  dealing  with 
the  other  parishes  has  not  been  lost  sight  of  and  at  the  present 
time  investigations  are  being  made  with  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed administration  of  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Act,  1931. 


TABLE  XIV. 


Total  Number  of  Houses  erected  by  the  Council 
up  to  31st  December,  1937. 


Parish 
Allington 
Bersham 
Broughton 
Brymbo 
Burton 
Cefn  ... 

Er  bistock 
Esclusham  Below 
Gresford 
Gwersyllt 
Llangollen  Rural 
Llay  ... 
lUarchwiel 
Penycae 

Rhosllanerchrugog 

Ruabon 


No,  of  Houses. 

...  110 
...  122 
...  139 
...  84 

4 

...  192 
2 

...  170 
...  30 

...  402 
...  .32 

...  212 
...  26 
...  80 
...  314 
...  156 


Total  ... 


2,089 


84 


TABLE  XV. 


N’nrtli.  Soutli.  Bast  West 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  789  ...  .581  ...  252  ...  568  .. 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...1092  ...  987  ...  58.3  ...1426  .. 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (inclu- 

ding under  sub-head  (1)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  219  ...  175  ...  83  ...  509  ., 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  514  ...  875  ...  207  ...1.349  .. 

(3) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  570  ...  406  ...  141  ...  308  ., 

(4) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pre- 
ceding sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  182  ...  175  ...  76  ...  186  . 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal 
action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 

Officers  269  ...  126  ...  181  ...  215  . 

3.  Actions  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10 

and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  64  ...  — ■ ...  — . 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a) .  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — . 

(b) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — . 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  — ...  — ...  — ...  — . 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices : — 

(а) .  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  — •.•  — •••  — • 

(б) .  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ...  — — •••  — • 


0 


Tot  A L 

. 2190 
. 4088 

..  986 

,.  2945 

..  1425 
..  619 


..  791 


..  64 
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TAl^LE  XV. — continued. 

North  Snutli  East  West. 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  l.'l 
of  the  Housing  Act,  l‘J3U. 

(1) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2) .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ... 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1) .  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2) .  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ... 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936.  (Part  IV.)  Overcrowding: — 

(tf)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded 
at  end  of  the  year  ... 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

{b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year  ... 

2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in 
such  cases 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which 
dwelling  houses  have  again  become 
overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect 
to  overcrowding  conditions  upon  which 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con- 
sider it  desirable  to  report 


TOT  A I. 

. 112 

. 70 

27 


1124 

1124 

5946 

82 

. 473 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1.— Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Written  Occupiers 

Premises.  Inspections  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — • 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

Laundries)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2.50  15  — 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 


Total  ...  250  15 


2.— Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


No.  of  Defects. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts . 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

» • • • • • • 

14 

14 

Want  of  Ventilation 

. • • • . • . 

2 

o 

...  ^ 

Overcrowding 

. 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

... 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances 

-- - 

— 

insufficient 

3 

3 

Sanitary  accommodation 

unsuitable 
or  defective 





not  separ- 
ate for  sexes 

— 

...  — - 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
W orkshops  Acts  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouses  (s.  101)  ... 

Other  Offences  ... 

...  ... 

— 

— 

19  ...  19 


Total  ... 
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